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APPRECIATES “YOUR SYNOD” 


Appreciate the President’s message in 
“Your Synod” section. Only regret that 
the answers to charges were not printed 
there before. It would even be good to 
have copies of his article to give to inter- 
ested members, so that they may be well 
informed. By and large I believe the 
greater number of people are not able to 
discuss the topic freely, because they 
aren’t informed. . .. We are not for- 
tunate enough to have a Missouri Synod 
church in our town. When I moved here, 
I joined a church of the Synodical Con- 
ference. 

Wisconsin N.N. 
LETTER TO 
“WHAT’S THE ANSWER?” COLUMN 


I wrote you a letter in which I took 
issue with your stand on persons who 
have never heard, or had the opportunity 
to hear, the Gospel. You referred to “the 
horrible doom” awaiting them, as well 
as willful unbelievers. You cited Luke 
12:47, 48 as proof. 

Your column also said that such per- 
sons are without excuse, since God has 
revealed His existence to all in the works 
of nature. It is true that God’s existence 
is so revealed; but that of His Son is not. 
How, then, can you reconcile your state- 
ments? Obviously we, as Christians, 
must make every effort to bring the Word 
to all who lack it; but by the same token 
those whom we cannot reach do not 
necessarily face a “horrible doom.” 

You asked how I justified the exist- 
ence of another way to heaven. I didn’t! 
I merely said that in my opinion the 
Bible does not consign these people to 
everlasting torment. That may happen; 
but if that is the case, God has not def- 
initely said so.... 

The Bible tells us everything we need 
for salvation, but many other things are 
withheld. Unbaptized babies and un- 
taught adults fall into the same category; 
let’s be consistent! You are entitled to 
express an opinion in your column, but 
it should be identified as such and not 
laid down as law. 

Other Lutherans share my opinion, 
and I feel we are entitled to a printing 
of this letter in the WITNESS, as well as 
any rebuttal you care to make. 


Detroit, Mich. WILLIAM MATTHES 


Nore: The Taser is found in Mark 
16:15, 16; John 3:18, 36; Acts 4:12; Eph. 
2:12; 2 Thess. 1:8. 


THE OTHER SIDE 


With all due respect to the many 
faithful men of God who have spent and 
are spending only the twilight years of 
their ministries in rural churches, I be- 
lieve that the philosophy reflected in the 
letter “Pastors for Rural Churches” 
(Witness, November 22) can accomplish 
only one thing, and that is to give the 
rural church an inferiority complex, 
which it need not have. 

Too often rural churches have been 
thought of as laboratories for the young 
and resting places for the old, unworthy 


Letter 
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of the best years of a pastor’s life. The 
idea that a pastor cannot reach his full 
potential and be truly effective except 
in a city church, where he is surrounded 
by many and diverse activities, is based 
on a false premise. 

The minister’s main (and really only) 
duty is to be a pastor, a curate and 
shepherd of souls. This consists in his 
faithful dispensation of Word and Sac- 
raments as the representative of Christ. 
In this area of shepherding souls a pas- 
tor in the country has truly as vital and 
urgent a call as the man who serves city 
dwellers. ... 

The solution to the problem of filling 
the rural pulpit lies not in uprooting men 
who have spent their entire lives in an 
urban culture and transplanting them 
into an environment foreign to them, but 
in increasing our efforts in enlisting and 
training more men for full-time service 
to God in the parish ministry. 

We can conserve and extend the life 
of our now available manpower if more 
congregations will expect of their pastors 
faithfulness only in that work which per- 
tains directly to the pastoral office and 
will excuse them from obligations which 
border on being the “social butterfly” 
type of activity. Much which is de- 
manded of pastors that drains their vigor 
and taxes their strength lies outside the 
spiritual realm and does not contribute 
to any extent to the growth of the body 
of Christ. This is especially true in many 
overorganized urban churches. 

Congregations would show wisdom in 
keeping on their staffs men who, accord- 
ing to worldly standards, may seem to 
have outlived their days of usefulness. 
Such congregations would benefit by re- 
taining God’s tired patriarch in their 
midst sere. 


Osseo, Wis. (REv.) ERNEST BARTELS 


THE BLIGHT? 


In “The Blight of Jealousy” (Novem- 
ber 8 Witness) the fact was overlooked 
that Moses was married to Zipporah be- 
fore he was sent to deliver Israel, Ex. 
2:21. It seems that Miriam’s jealousy 
was caused by the nationality of Moses’ 
wife, Num. 12:1, where she is said to have 
been an Ethiopian or Cushite. Some sup- 
pose that this Cushite was not Zipporah 
but a woman whom Moses married after 
the death of Zipporah. 

THEO. H. AUFDEMBERGE (Teacher) 


Wichita, Kans. 


Nove: For this correction the WITNESS 
thanks Teacher Aufdemberge, also Pas- 
tors Walter J. Baese and O. L. Mueller, 
and Teacher E. C. Brommer. The Wrr- 
NESS is not infallible. The Bible is. 
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THE COVER 


The second-oldest building of The 
Lutheran Church— Missouri Synod and 
the oldest building which was used as 
a church is the Indian Mission at Sebe- 
waing, Mich., where two Lutheran mis- 


sionaries, Revs. J. F. Maier and Georg 
Sinke, in 1845 opened a station for t 
Chippewa Indians living near the mou 
of the Shebahyonk River, which empti 
into Saginaw Bay. The oldest buildi 
in Synod is the log cabin seminary 
Perry County, Mo. 

The original log cabin at Sebewair 
was replaced about 1850, when the twe 
story frame building shown on the cové 
was constructed. The following yea 
Immanuel Congregation was organized 
this building, where the missionari¢ 
lived and where they held services fe 
the Indians. The large living room 
the right of the entrance was the chape 

In November of 1850 when Missionar 
Maier was returning from Bay Cit 
where he had purchased his supplies fd 
the winter, he lost his life in a storn 
He was using a small sailboat. Mis 
sionary Sinke left to take care of a Re 
formed congregation. 

Rev. J. J. F. Auch, whose main statio 
was southwest of the present city 
Sebewaing, became the successor of Pas 
tor Maier at the Indian Mission. 

In 1949, Charles Luckhard, a de 
scendant of one of Immanuel’s origin 
officers, moved the building about te 
miles from its original site to a small le 
(which he purchased) adjoining I 
manuel Church in Sebewaing. A retire 
landscape architect, he spent sever 
thousand dollars on the restoration 
the building and the construction of t 
replica of the original log cabin, no 
attached to the historic museum. 
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THE SWORD OF FLAME 


By LORMAN M. PETERSEN 


Professor of New Testament, Concordia Theological Seminary, Springfield, III. 


‘ uppose for a moment that you have 
never read the Bible, that you 
are totally ignorant of its blessed 

lessage, but a loving person places 
1e precious volume into your hands 
nd you begin to read Genesis. You 
sad ~=with joy — and amazement. 
That profound truths locked in hu- 
ian language! “In the beginning 
od...” Creation. The crown of it, 
an. In God’s image. Immortal. Per- 
ct. Lord over all he surveyed. The 
arden. Paradise! 

You hurry on. Then comes the 
1ird chapter: The serpent, tool of 
atan. The insidious question “Yea, 
ath God said?” The twisted half- 
uth “Ye shall be as gods...” The 
utright lie “Ye shall not surely die.” 
ve reaches for the tree. You would 
ry out, “No! Don’t touch it!” But 
od’s record moves on. The curse of 
od descends on Paradise. _- 


Paradise Lost 


With a sigh of regret over the 
ory that was lost you read the last 
arse of the third chapter, words 
hich divide the Bible, Paradise Lost 
om Paradise Regained: “So He 
rove out the man; and He placed at 
1e east of the Garden of Eden cheru- 
m and a flaming sword which 
immed every way, to keep the way 
the tree of life.” You ponder what 
su have read in Genesis. All your 
ind’s eye can see is the sword of 
ume, immense and immaterial, fire 
the shape of a sword, hanging in 
e sky above the garden like a 
ighty beacon, turning round and 
und to guard the tree of life. What 
es it mean? 


Symbol of Disobedience 


The sword of fire had a terrifying 
eaning for Adam and Eve. It re- 
inded them of their disobedience. 
. Paul calls man’s first sin disobedi- 
ce, but in Rom. 5:19 he gives the 
vine promise that by the obedience 

Christ many shall be made right- 
us. The sword also reminds us of 
ir disobedience in thought, word, 
id deed. We were there, too, for we 
e children of Adam. When the 
postle says, “All have sinned” (Rom. 
12), he means we all sinned when 
dam sinned. We were there, and 
e have been there since the time of 
len—ashamed, disobedient children, 
oking at the sword and then trying 
hide our shame in the recesses of 
ir ie or in the safety of the 
owd. 


see ee T0.5 6 


Symbol of God’s Hatred of Sin 


The revolving sword was an em- 
blem of divine glory and God’s judg- 
ment. God meant it when He said, 
“Thou shalt surely die.” It shows that 
our holy God hates all sin and will 
punish sin. He drove the special work 
of His hands, the only creature in His 
own image, out of the Garden. See 
the sword of flame? It means that 
God still hates sin, even those sins of 
commission or omission of Christians. 
How well we should remember this 
fact for our own lives or when we 
are instrumental in leading others 
to sin. 


Symbol of Death 


Man was not created to die. Now 
God says, “Unto dust shalt thou re- 
turn” and places the hideous flame 
before the Garden to show man he 
would no longer live forever without 
seeing death. Unless God Himself in- 
tervened, only an eternity of death 
lay ahead. 


Symbol of Man’s Helplessness 


The sword guarded the tree of life. 
The banishment was final. Adam 
could not even eat of the tree of life 
to perpetuate a life of misery. The 
power of the tree was there, but he 
could not touch it; the Garden was 
still there, but he could not enter. 
He was helpless before the flame of 
God’s wrath and judgment. 

No doubt the Garden and the 
sword disappeared when God’s judg- 
ment came through the Flood, but 
the flaming sword is still emblematic 
of man’s helplessness to regain eternal 
life by himself. The sword of wrath 
still guards Paradise against all those 
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who try to storm the gates of the 
Garden with their works and philos- 
ophies or by other means the human 
mind has devised. Many have tried 
and have been transfixed by the ter- 
rible sword. Others are still trying 
to circumvent the flame. See the 
sword cut them down as it whirls 
around! Their bodies are piled high, 
and the devil is busy day and night 
carrying their souls to his graveyard. 
What a divine imperative for us today 
to go tell the world of the Way to get 
past the sword into Paradise! 


Symbols of God’s Grace 


With grief you read Gen. 3:24 
again to be certain you have missed 
nothing. This time you see the cheru- 
bim. They symbolize the gracious 
presence of God. They also guarded 
the mercy seat of the Ark of the Cov- 
enant. The blood of the Lamb ap- 
peased the wrath of God. Christ is 
the Mercy Seat for you through your 
faith in His blood (Rom. 3:25; 1 John 
1:7). You remember also the first 
promise in Gen.3:15. You see that 
the sword also graciously prevents 
man from eating the fruit of the tree 
of life and living forever in his sinful 
state. 


Paradise Regained 


You read on and on now — with 
joy. Paradise Lost has become Para- 
dise Regained in Christ. Instead of 
the flaming sword God in His grace 
has erected the Cross. Our disobedi- 
ence has been canceled by the obedi- 
ence of the Cross. Judgment is con- 
quered by love. Death is turned into 
life, helplessness into the power of 
faith. 

In the painting “The First Night 
Outside Paradise” the artist has por- 
trayed Adam and Eve with eyes 
transfixed, not on the flaming sword 
but on a cross he has outlined in the 
sky above. Above man’s sin the cross 
and the sword still hang, but we can- 
not preach the Cross without brand- 
ishing the reality of the sword. Our 
primary task is to hold up the sword 
of judgment in one hand and the 
Cross of Christ in the other. Or to 
change the picture, to play the music 
of the Gospel as God has written it, 
we must play with the left hand the 
thunderous chords of the Law, and 
with the right hand the melody of the 
Gospel in all its sweetness. Let us 
ever play this heavenly music of the 
sword and of the Cross for our own 
edification and for the salvation of the 
world. 


Be Ready to Give an Answer— 


IVA Ci ec will tell you that there 


is really no Mormon Church, 
since “Mormon” is merely a 
nickname for a member of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, 
founded in 1830. That is the name of 
the largest branch of Mormonism, 
with headquarters in Salt Lake City. 
The next largest branch is the Re- 
organized Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-Day Saints, with head- 
quarters at Independence, Mo., which 
insists that it is the true successor of 
the Church founded by Joseph Smith. 
This branch and minor ones disagree 
on various doctrines, but agree on the 
basic tenets of Mormonism. 
The Mormons consider themselves 


to the MORMONS 


By L. W. SPITZ 


Professor of Systematic Theology, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis 


Christians but not Protestants. Jo- 
seph Smith claimed no authority by 
succession from any other church or 
sect. He held that all existing 
churches had lost the Gospel. Dis- 
avowing the Bible as his authority, 
he and his associates insisted that 
they received their authority by 
direct divine bestowal. His successors 
maintain this claim for themselves. 
In evaluating the Mormon claim 
to Christianity one need not examine 
every doctrine professed in the writ- 
ings of Mormon leaders. It will be 
sufficient to test their teachings re- 
garding only some of the basic truths 
of Christianity. What does Mormon- 


_ism teach regarding God, the Person 


AUTHENTICATED NEWS 


Sea Gull Monument, Temple Square, 
Salt Lake City. Mormon Temple is in 
background, 


and work of Jesus Christ, the way 
a sinner is saved, heaven and hell? 
If Mormonism is wrong on _ those 
points, it is a waste of time to discuss 
their doctrines of priesthood, of food 
and drink, of polygamy, and others. 


Official Statements 
by Mormon Teachers 


1. God 


“He [Adam] is our Father and 
our God, and the only God with 
whom we have to do” (Brigham 
Young). 

“God Himself was once, as we are 
now, and is, an exalted man... . 
And you have got to learn how to be 
gods yourselves, the same as all gods 
have done before you” (Joseph 
Smith). 

“Are there more gods than one? 
Yes, many” (Mormon Catechism). 

“The Father has a body of flesh 
and bones as tangible as man’s” (Doc- 
‘trine and Covenants). 


2. The Son of God 


“The Father has begotten Him 
[Jesus Christ] in His own likeness. 
He was not begotten of the Holy 
Ghost. And who is the Father? He is 
the first of the human family” (Brig- 
ham Young). 

“We say it was Jesus Christ who 
was married [at Cana to the Marys 
and Martha], whereby He could see 
His seed before He was crucified” 
(Apostle O. Hyde). 


3. Adam’s Fall 


“Was it necessary that Adam 
should partake of the forbidden fruit? 
Yes; unless he had done so, he would 
not have known good and evil here, 
neither could he have had mortal 
posterity” (Mormon Catechism). 
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Statements 
of the Bible 


1. God 

“God is a Spirit” (John 4:24). 

“Lord, Thou hast been our dwell- 
ing place in all generations. Before 
the mountains were brought forth, or 
ever Thou hadst formed the earth and 
the world, even from everlasting to 
everlasting, Thou art God” (Ps. 90: 
7A 

“Hear, O Israel, the Lord, our God, 
is one Lord” (Deut. 6:4). 

“Go ye therefore and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Ghost” (Matt. 28:19). 


2. The Son of God 
“And the angel answered and said 
unto her [Mary], The Holy Ghost 


’ shall come upon thee, and the power 


of the Highest shall overshadow thee; 
therefore also that holy thing which 
shall be born of thee shall be called 
the Son of God” (Luke 1:35). : 


3. Adam’s Fall 

“And the Lord God commanded 
the man, saying: Of every tree of the 
Garden thou mayest freely eat; but 
of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil, thou shalt not eat of it; for 
in the day that thou eatest thereof 
thou shalt surely die” (Gen. 2:16, 17). 
“By one man sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin; and so death 
passed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned” (Rom. 5:12). 


1 
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THE BOLE ERAM WITNES 


The Difference 


1. God 

Christians believe in the Triune 
God: the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost—three distinct Persons 
in one divine essence. God is eternal; 
He did not evolve out of man. The 
eternal Son of God became man to 
redeem us. According to Mormon- 
ism, there are three distinct gods plus 
many other gods. Their Adam-god 
is a polygamist. It should be added, 
however, that the Reorganized 
Church protests against Brigham 
Young’s espousal of polygamy and 
the theory of the plurality of gods. 


2. The Son of God 

The Son of God is begotten of the 
Father from eternity and was in time 
born of the Virgin Mary. The Bible 
clearly tells us what took place at the 
wedding at Cana. Mormonism makes 
Jesus Christ the son of the Adam-god 
and Mary. 


3. Adam’s Fall, 

The Bible speaks of Adam’s fall as 
the greatest calamity that ever befell 
the human race. To Mormonism it 
appears as a blessing. 

The Bible teaches that Adam’s fall 
brought into the world: sin — evil — 
pain — suffering — also eternal dam- 
nation for all who reject the salva- 
tion of God in Christ Jesus, by whose 
obedience we, who were made sin- 
ners by Adam’s disobedience in the 
Garden of Eden, are made righteous. 


* 
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4. The Atonement 


“We believe that through the 
tonement of Jesus Christ all man- 
ind may be saved by obedience to 
1e laws and ordinances of the Gos- 


el” (Summary of Mormon belief, 
384). 


5. Justification by Faith 


“The sectarian doctrine of justifi- 
ation by faith alone has exercised an 
fluence for evil since the early days 
f Christianity” (Talmage’s Articles 
| Faith). 

6. Hell 


Joseph Smith denounced the doc- 
‘ine of the burning hell. ... The 
rophet declared: “A man is his own 
yrmentor and his own condemner. 
lence the saying, They shall go into 
lake that burns with fire and brim- 
one. The torment of disappointment 
1 the mind of man is as exquisite as 
lake burning with fire and brim- 
one” (John A. Widtsoe, one of the 
welve Apostles). 

No soul will be punished for sin 
eyond the time required to vindicate 
istice and to work the needed refor- 
ation for which ends alone punish- 
ent is imposed (Talmage, The House 
f the Lord). 


4. The Atonement 


“Christ hath redeemed us from the 
curse of the Law, being made a curse 
for us; for it is written, Cursed is 
everyone that hangeth on a tree” 
(Gal. 3:13). 

“God sent forth His Son, made of 
a woman, made under the Law, to 
redeem them that were under the 
Law, that we might receive the adop- 
tion of sons” (Gal. 4:4, 5). 


5. Justification by Faith 


“Therefore by the deeds of the 
Law there shall no flesh be justified 
in His sight” (Rom. 3:20). “Therefore 
we conclude that a man is justified by 
faith without the deeds of the Law” 
(v. 28). 


6. Heaven and Hell 


“And these [on the left of the 
King] shall go away into everlasting 
punishment; but the righteous into 
life eternal” (Matt. 25:46). 

“And if thy hand offend thee, cut 
it off; it is better for thee to enter into 
life maimed than, having two hands, 
to go into hell, into the fire that never 
shall be quenched, where their worm 
dieth not, and the fire is not quenched” 
(Mark 9: 43, 44). 


4. The Atonement 

Scripture assures us that by His 
vicarious atonement, Jesus Christ re- 
deemed the whole world, so that who- 
soever believes in Him may be saved. 
Mormonism teaches that Jesus Christ 
through the atonement made it pos- 
sible for mankind to save itself by 
obedience to laws and ordinances. 
The Gospel does not teach that kind 
of salvation. 


5. Justification by Faith 


The Bible teaches that salvation 
is by faith only. Mormonism rejects 
the doctrine of salvation by faith 
alone. It teaches salvation by works. 


6. Heaven and Hell 


The Bible teaches that a great gulf 
is fixed between the saved and the 
damned. To Mormonism the differ- 
ence between heaven and hell is 
merely one of degree. Hell is equiv- 
alent to a measure of disappointment. 

God’s Word teaches that the 
damned in hell will suffer forever, in 
body and soul, unspeakable punish- 
ment — pains, torment, tortures — 
with the devils. To save us from this, 
Jesus suffered pain and death. 


onclusion 


Mormonism is not only not Prot- 
stant; it is not Christian. No one 
an claim to be a Christian who denies 
1e Trinity, the deity of Jesus Christ, 
le vicarious atonement, and justifi- 
ation by faith. 

One may wonder how any rational 


person can be deceived by such an 
evident religious hoax. The simple 
answer is that in matters of religion 
human reason is unreliable. The na- 
tural man receives not the things of 
the Spirit of God, for they-are foolish- 
ness to him. Only the Spirit of Truth 
can guide us into all truth. When 
man in his own wisdom rejects God’s 


truth as folly, God makes a fool of 
him. Paul says of the heathen: “Be- 
cause that, when they knew God, they 
glorified Him not as God, neither were 
thankful, but became vain in their 
imaginations and their foolish heart 
was darkened. Professing themselves 
to be wise, they became fools” (Rom. 
1:21, 22). God will not be mocked. 


“How Your Brothers Fare” 


See how your brothers fare, and bring some token from them. — 1 Sam. 17:18 


Part I. 


In Poland 


By LAWRENCE B. MEYER, Planning Counselor of Synod 


uring the war, in February 1945, 
I met in London, Colonel An- 
drej Wantula, chief of chaplains 
f the 90,000 Polish armed forces sta- 
oned in London. Most Protestants 
f Poland are Lutheran. Exiled from 
1eir homeland, they were dependent 
pon such funds as the Allies made 
vailable to them. They had no 
‘hristian literature. The first money 
rom our vast war and postwar relief 
rogram was given to the Lutheran 
‘oles in England to enable Lutheran 
haplain Wantula to publish a small 
nonthly Lutheran Witness for Po- 
sh Lutherans in Western Europe. 
After the war, the chaplain re- 
to his civilian occupation as 
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professor of church history in the 
department of theology, University of 
Warsaw. We sent him Lutheran theo- 
logical source books: Pieper’s Dog- 
matics, Walther’s Law and Gospel, 
Stoeckhardt’s Romans, Fuerbringer’s 
Gospel Postil. 

When your representative of The 
Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod 
stepped off the plane in Warsaw on 
December 14, he was met by Dr. Wan- 
tula and Lutheran Bishop Michelis of 
Warsaw. 

Warsaw was razed to the ground 
in 1944. In the fall of 1945 I had made 
an endeavor to contact the Lutheran 
Church of Poland, but because of 
mechanical trouble our military plane 
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could not land, and I returned to 
Berlin — mission unaccomplished. 

In December 1955 the Lutheran 
Archbishop Kotula of Poland, Profes- 
sor Czeruda, the former Lutheran 
Bishop, now president of the Theo- 
logical Academy, Dr. Wantula, Bishop 
Michelis, and I dined together. After 
their welcoming speeches I gave the 
men the friendship and fellowship 
greetings from the Missouri Synod. 
We began to discuss church affairs. 
I was the first Lutheran from America 
who had come to visit them since the 
Iron Curtain had descended late in 
1946. They had contact during these 
years only with Lutheran churches 
behind the Iron Curtain: Hungary, 
Jugoslavia, Czechoslovakia, Romania. 
The group was hungry for news 
of Lutherans and Lutheranism in the 
West. Intermittently they had been 
receiving Der Lutheraner and other 
publications from the Missouri Synod 
and from Germany. But there had 
been no personal contact. 

(Continued on page 16) 


YOUR SYNOD 


| THE PRESIDENT 


The month of January 1956 has 
been and will continue to be a very 
busy month. There is much activity 
in every District of Synod. Important 
meetings are being conducted, meetings 
which undoubtedly will have a mighty 
impact on all our congregations and, 
we hope, on every member of our con- 
gregations. 


St. Paul Conference 


Why all this activity? Last July, as 
readers of the LUTHERAN WITNESS were 
informed, a large conference was held 
in St. Paul, Minn., consisting of the 
Circuit Visitors of all Districts and the 
Fiscal Conference of Synod. Daily 
seminars were conducted on doctrine 
and practice, on preaching today, on 


the work of the Visitor, and on stew-— 


ardship. Then the conference devoted 
much time to the budget for 1956. The 
big question was whether or not we 
should place all of Synod’s needs, both 
the regular current expenditures and the 
capital investments, i. e., the cost of our 
buildings, into the budget or approach 
the convention of Synod at St. Paul, 
June 20—30, 1956, to decide that 
another special collection on the order 
of the Conquest for Christ be raised 
in 1957. It was apparent that the one 
or the other definitely is necessary. 
After thorough and prayerful delibera- 
tion the large conference decided that 
the wise thing to do, the thing which 
the members of our Synod would want, 
is to include all in the budget and, if 
at all possible, have no special col- 
lection. 


*‘Mountaintop”’ 


All this is not an easy and simple 
matter. It is very true that there was 
much interest and enthusiasm at the 
St. Paul Conference last July. We heard 
the statement repeatedly that we were 
led to the “mountaintop.” From the 
pinnacle we were given a grand per- 
spective of the wonderful work which 
God permits our Synod to do. At every 
turn a new beautiful vista of glorious 
opportunities opened up before us. We 
wished that every member of our con- 
gregations could have seen what we 
saw and heard what we heard. That 
would have solved all our problems. 
Of course, it was impossible to get all 
our people to St. Paul to hear the mes- 
sage. Hence it is now necessary to 
bring the message to all our people. 
That precisely is the reason for all the 
activity at the present time. 


6 


The Spiritual Emphasis 


What made the meeting at St. Paul 
last July a mountaintop experience was 
the emphasis on spiritual issues. You 
should have seen the men assembled 
in classrooms, their faces beaming with 
joy when they listened to the lecturers 
on doctrine and practice and then par- 
ticipated in discussions; above all, when 
they realized anew that our Synod was 
not growing indifferent to sound Bib- 
lical doctrine and Scriptural practice, 
as some had asserted, but that the 
leaders from every section of our 
church body stood firm and unwavering 
on Holy Writ as the only and infallible 
source and norm of doctrine and that 
the life or practice of the church also 
must be truly Scriptural. 

You should have witnessed how 
eagerly the men followed the exhorta- 
tion and encouragement to urge all 
pastors in the circuits to consider their 


chief aim and objective ever to be the 
preaching “Jesus Christ, and Him cru- 
cified.” — You should have seen these 
men also when the duties, obligations, 
and privileges of a Circuit Visitor were 
presented, especially their approach to 
the pastors and the congregations of 
their respective circuits. The same in- 
terest was manifested also when stew- 
ardship in all its phases was presented 
and discussed. All these discussions 
furnished the real spriritual values, the 
real foundations for all the work of 
our Synod. 


Our Venture of Faith 


Now it is a matter of bringing the 
information, the inspiration, the moun- 
taintop experience of the St. Paul Con- 
ference to the members of our con- 
gregations. That is a big assignment. 
A number of steps must be taken to 
accomplish it. For this venture we 
need the wholehearted co-operation of 
our members — all our members. 
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THE LUTHERAN WITNES: 


“Epiphany Mission School’ 


The first step will have been taken 
in nearly all our congregations by the 
time this issue of the WITNEss reaches 
you, namely, the “Epiphany mission 
school.” By means of a filmstrip out 
people will get a “World Tour of Mis- 
sions,” covering all our mission fields. 
There will be a “mission manual,” a 
mission map, and mission prayers. 


Summit Conference 


The next step is the District summit 
conference. On one of the two days 
the District President will meet with 
his Vice-Presidents and all his Circuit 
Visitors. These men will focus their 
attention on the what and how of bring 
ing especially the spiritual emphasis t 
the circuit pastoral conference, the cir 
cuit meetings, and to the congregations 
— Then, likely on the second day, th 
entire official family of the Distric 
will meet. This, of course, includes th 
Stewardship Committee. It surely als 
includes the laymen on these commit 
tees. In fact, other laymen, intereste 
in Synod’s work, will be invited to thes 
meetings. We are told many layme 
would be very glad to attend suc 
meetings at their own expense. Tha 
is surely praiseworthy. These layme 
will gain much information and wil 
be the better qualified to render serv 
ice in the circuit meetings which are t 
follow and especially also in their loca 
congregation. 


“The Unfinished Task’’ 


The District summit meetings wil 
present a very busy program. Ther 
will be a District preview of the 83 
minute film “The Unfinished Task.’ 
Plans are to be made to get all of ou 
people in our congregations to see thi 
touching and gripping movie (a “satura 
tion showing”). The circuit meeting 
must be planned carefully. They mus 
be meetings with an attractive, impres 
sive, worthwhile program, meetings tha 
will grip and thrill our people. W. 
must plan and carry out the type o 
program which will persuade our peo 
ple that work in Christ’s kingdom i 
truly a mountaintop experience. Let 
not fail to pray earnestly that God ma 
bless these efforts to make our Ventu 
of Faith a success to His glory and t 
salvation of many sin-lost but blood 
redeemed souls. 

Joun W. BEHNKEN 
“ 


The Pualte 
W 


Like a Dream 


Psalm 126:1-3: “When the Lord 
ned again the captivity of Zion, 
were like them that dream. Then 
s our mouth filled with laughter 
1 our tongue with singing; then 
d they among tie heathen, The 
rd hath done great things for them. 
e Lord hath done great things for 
' whereof we are glad.” 


es at times can be pleasant 
things. Our fondest arnbition is 
lized, a delightful experience is 
rs, a happy reunion occurs — and 
nm we awaken. “It was only a 
>am,” we lament. 

Sometimes our dreams come true. 
metimes our fondest ambition is 
lized, sometimes incredible happi- 
ss is Ours, sometimes a longed-for 
inion does occur. Then we exclaim, 
/hy, it seems like a dream!” 

The Psalmist tells how Israel’s 
2am came true. For seventy years 
d’s people had languished in hate- 
exile, yearning for their homeland, 
eping for their loved ones. 

Then their fortunes turned, and 
-y could go home. Their happiness 
ew no bounds. “Then was our 
uth filled with laughter and our 
igue with singing.” “We were like 
2m that dream,” the Psalmist says. 

Even the heathen were impressed. 

they observed the joy of God’s 
ople, their hopes fulfilled and their 
mes restored, these neighbors mar- 
led: “The Lord hath done great 
ngs for them!” 

We, too, have seen our dreams 
me true. Not at the foot of the 
nbow, to be sure, but at the foot 
the cross. There we find forgive- 
ss, full and free. There we reclaim 
r lost inheritance —a place in the 
nily of God. 

And thus we can echo the Psalm- 
S praise: “The Lord hath done great 
ngs for us.” Ours is no mere re- 
ise from human exile, but from the 
ndage of sin. Ours is no mere re- 
nn to an earthly homeland, but to 
> heavenly Canaan. Ours is no mere 
nsient joy, but the glad hosannas 
the ransomed saints. 

And the Lord who has done such 
sat things for us in terms of our 
ritual blessings — shall He not also 
ovide for our every need of body 
d life? 

It may seem like a dream — but 
is divinely, eternally true. 
' 


Tuomas COATES 
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And Gesus Said 


Peace I leave with you; My peace 
I give unto you; not as the world 
giveth, give I unto you. Let not your 
heart be troubled, neither let it be 
afraid. JOHN 14:27 


eace —a magic word! A formula 

for enduring world peace — think 
of the billions the nations would be 
willing to pay for it if they had the 
assurance it actually worked! Many 
of us have seen two world wars burst 
upon this poor, harassed globe and 
can recall the ecstatic joy manifested 
both times when the news of peace 
rang through the land. Alas, men had 
to realize that the peace arranged by 
generals and statesmen is not a per- 
manent possession! And while our 
country today enjoys peace, the taxes 
we pay remind us that we live in what 
is virtually an armed camp. Every- 
body is keenly aware that another 
gigantic war may be in the offing. 

Now listen to Jesus. He speaks 
of peace in no uncertain terms. He 
departs from the visible circle of His 
disciples, but He leaves peace as a 
legacy. There is nothing doubtful 
about it. The very thing the world 
is clamoring for, enduring, absolute 
peace, He gives to His followers. 

But, mark well. He says, con- 
tinuing, “My peace I give unto you.” 
What He is speaking of is not a mere 
human blessing. It is something which 
He Himself has achieved and which 
He now dispenses. His finger points 
to the ocean of divine love, which 
was the origin of His career on earth, 
that heavenly mercy which made Him 
become incarnate, bear our iniquities, 
die on the cross, and bring about 
reconciliation between God and the 
world. It is the peace between the 
Creator and his insolent creatures, 
between the Father above and His 
disobedient children, the pardon which 
the Ruler of the universe extends to 
His rebellious subjects — the forgive- 
ness of all their sins. 

He does not give it as the world 
gives, that is, for a year or two, for 
a consideration, in ambiguous words, 
which in the end turn out deceptive, 
in documents which at the convenient 


moment will be called mere scraps. 


of paper, but in such a way that no 
fears as to the lack of permanency 
need be entertained, no price paid, 
no security pact signed.- Whoever re- 
ceives it will find that he has not been 
deluded. It is the peace which passeth 
all understanding. 


WILLIAM F. ARNDT 
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Words of Life 
= 


“Thou shalt call His name Jesus.” 
Marr. 1:21 


rN \ Jhat’s in a name? A rose by 
any other name would smell 


as sweet.” For most of us this sen- 
tence comes close to expressing our 
ordinary feeling, casual and almost 
callous, about names; they are a use- 
ful means of identifying persons and 
things, no more. But the Bible feels 
and speaks quite otherwise about 
names. In Biblical thought, names 
signify, reveal, and decide. 

That God Himself should ordain 
the name of His Son come into the 
flesh, and that this is one of the first 
facts recorded about Him in the Gos- 
pel, is surprising only to one who 
does not know the God of the Old 
Testament. For the God of Israel is 
concerned about His name: He de- 
fends His name against misuse and 
magic in the Second Commandment. 
Men worship Him by calling on His 
name. The Lord bids His people 
worship Him at “the place which the 
LORD thy God hath chosen to place 
His name there.” The name is God’s 
mighty and gracious presence. 

When the Lord allows men to 
speak and prophesy, to build an altar, 
to be strong, to go into battle, to 
trample on their enemies and grind 
them to pieces in His name, He is 
motivating, authorizing, empowering, 
and prospering the words and deeds 
of men. The name of the LORD is 
God Himself as He is turned toward 
man, communing with man, dealing 
with man — in His name is the reality 
of all that He signifies for man: “The 
name of the LORD is a strong tower.” 

As the LORD’s name signifies, 
reveals, decides, so it is also with the 
names of those persons whom He uses 
for carrying out His redemptive pur- 
poses; they, too, are no mere “han- 
dles” —we recall, for instance, the 
naming of Isaac, the renaming of 
Abram (Abraham) and Jacob (israel). 
Above all, the name of the LORD’s 
Anointed, the Messiah, is meaningful 
and fraught with fate: He is called 
Immanuel (“God with us’), Wonder- 
ful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlast- 
ing Father, Prince of Peace, LORD 
Our Righteousness. And so the name 
of Jesus is, in the Person of Him in 
whom all strands of prophecy and 
promise unite, a name which signifies 
and decides, for all mankind and for- 
ever: The Lord saves! 


MARTIN H. FRANZMANN 


EDITORIALS 


The Message of the Holy Mount 


Ever since the Reformation the last Sunday after the 
Epiphany has been appointed for the commemoration of 
the Transfiguration of Our Lord. And rightly so. For this 
unprecedented event was perhaps the most persuasive 
proof of Christ’s deity ever witnessed by mortal man, so 
glorious, so overwhelming that Peter, an eyewitness, some 
35 years later, still fondly recalled and adduced it as proof 
that he knew whereof he spoke when he proclaimed the 
power and second coming of the Master. The dazzling 
brightness of the glorified Christ combined with the majes- 
tic voice of the Father out of the cloud were to him 
Heaven’s testimony and seal that this humble Jesus, soon 
to be slain on Calvary’s cross, was indeed the Messiah and 
future Judge of the quick and the dead. 

This event makes Sunday, January 22, a holy mountain 
from which we look forward to Gethsemane and Gol- 
gotha, the scene of our redemption. But as we accom- 
pany Him in spirit on the Way of Sorrows, we, like 
Peter, fondly recall the honor and glory which the Father 
bestowed upon Christ before His descent into the valley 
of suffering and death. He is the beloved Son, in whom 
the Father is well pleased, whose redemptive work on our 
behalf the Father has accepted. And we remember, as we 
plod along life’s toilsome path, that at the farther end the 
All-glorious One will be standing to receive us into the 
glory He has prepared for us. 


“Be Ready to Give an Answer” 


In many communities, rural and urban, the missionaries 
of certain church bodies are ringing doorbells. These 
house-to-house evangelists seek converts to their faith 
among the churched and the unchurched. Some politely 
offer tracts and issue invitations to their services; others 
snap up the first opening to make personal propaganda 
for their beliefs. 

To acquaint readers with the basic tenets of the more 
aggressive religious cults, the WiTNnEss presents a series of 
articles by Dr. Lewis W. Spitz, professor of Systematic 
Theology at Concordia Seminary, St.Louis. The author 
discusses the fundamental doctrines of the respective 
church bodies by quoting the official statements of their 
teachers, by citing relevant statements of the Bible, and by 
noting the difference between the two. In the interest of 
brevity Dr. Spitz has omitted historical data. 

Christians deal charitably with the representatives of 
any religious body. Christians, however, never hesitate to 
point out error, and whenever their faith is assailed, they 
will defend it. “Be ready to give an answer.” 


What Will You Choose? 


It is very difficult at times to make a right choice. You 
take a child to a toyshop and ask it to choose whatever’it 
likes. But there are so many attractive toys to select from 
that the child becomes puzzicd, and the chances are that 
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it will choose a useless trinket that glitters and spark] 
but which is soon broken and cast aside. 

There are many examples of people who made so 
bad choices, who wanted things they thought were go 
for them, but who, when they received what they wante 
found to their sorrow that they had chosen unwisely. 

What do you want during the coming year? 
you want riches, power, prominence, happiness, succes 
Rather let your request be: “Dear Lord, make me 
Thou wantest me to be! ‘Cleanse Thou me from secr 
faults!’ ‘Lord, I believe. Help Thou mine unbelief!’ He 
me always to do Thy will! Give me the Holy Spirit’s i 
dwelling power that I may choose Christ now and alwa 
live to Him in this life and in the life to come.” 


Le tsaglyL. 


Those letters stand for Preaching-Teaching-Reachin 
Mission, the program of evangelism recently inaugurat 
by our church and conducted successfully in various citi 
throughout the United States. It is encouraging to observ 
that many of our members are witnessing and testifyin 
to Christ. They are answering the appeal of the Epiphan 
Christ: “Come unto Me!” But how many thousands ai 
there who neither hear nor heed! Unfortunately th 
voices of the world drown out the voice of Jesus; th 
clatter and clang of our machine age is louder than th 
song of angels; the rattle of money sometimes muffles eve 
the peal of church bells. 

In the noise and tumult of a raucous world, Jesus sing 
His song of spiritual deliverance, but only a few, com 
paratively, pay any attention to it. And yet we are gla 
and grateful that Jesus has not ceased singing His song nc 
withdrawn His invitation. What is more, He needs helpe1 
today to be His spokesmen, to tell people everywhere abot 
His salvation, to testify, to witness, to evangelize. It’s 
thrilling experience to talk to somebody about Christ. 
you've never had that joy or never experienced the thri 
of joining in such a crusade, volunteer when your pastc 
calls for such workers! May God bless the P.T.R.M 


God’s Helpers 


In Second Corinthians the Apostle Paul calls himse 
and other Christians “workers together with God.” On th 
one hand, this statement points to God’s great mercy, thé 
in spite of our many sins He has deemed us worthy to k 
His assistants to carry out His plans. On the other hand, | 
also teaches us that God does not always perform miracle 
when He helps those who are in need, but uses huma 
beings as instruments of His mercy. Which is to say thé 
He does not as a rule answer the pleas of His hungry chil 
dren with manna from heaven and quails from the sea, bt 
rather moves other members of His spiritual family 1 
share their earthly goods with the unfortunate. Likewis 
He does not Himself nor through angels proclaim the mes 
sage of salvation, but employs reclaimed sinners for th 
soul-saving work. Are you a worker “together with God” 


THE LUTHERAN WITNE. 


-OOSE LEAVES 


Concern for Symptoms 


We take good care of our bodies. We recognize symp- 
yms which indicate whether we should go to our medicine 
abinet for home remedies or make an appointment with 
ir doctor. But we are not so quick to recognize the symp- 
yms of spiritual illness. We forget that a lack of love for 
od’s Word, a lack of the desire to worship the Lord, and 
lack of concern for the spiritual well-being of our fellow 
eings are symptoms of a wrong relationship with God. 


Those who forsake God and turn their backs upon Him 
ill find that their names have been written in soft earth, 
ot in His book of life. They will suffer the pains of eternal 
sath. In fact, all who depart from God cut themselves 
ft from the source of life. 


God offers us things which cannot be bought in a dime 
ore, a hardware center, or a dress shop. God offers us 
sealing, salvation, and the hope of everlasting life in 
hrist Jesus. Only by believing in Him can it be well with 
w souls. — The Weekly Bulletin, St. James Church, 
farion, Ind. 

Getting Acquainted 


We have often felt that large annual banquets and 
sunion services, while they are helpful, do not enable the 
embers of a congregation to get better acquainted. Per- 
aps some congregations may want to try inviting forty 
r fifty members or families at a time for an informal get- 
gether. Instead of watching an entertainment, they might 
ik about themselves, their background, their families, 
ad their work. It would also give them a good oppor- 
nity to practice Christian testimony. They might want to 
iy.a few words about what their church and their faith 
eant to them and give illustrations from their lives of 
ow the Lord had helped them. This kind of meeting ought 
. enable us to have real fellowship with one another. 
ittle by little the sharing of those experiences would 
nit us together more closely. — E. K. in Advance. 


Ministerial Scholarships 


The deserving ministerial student who cannot pay for 
s education presents a real problem. He feels that the 
digent students’ fund is a matter of charity. Rightly or 
rongly, he feels that there is a stigma attached to 
ccepting such support. Could not the cause of Christ be 
rved far better if the funds available for this purpose 
uld be disbursed along the lines of the “American Plan” 
scholarships? Scholarships are held in high repute, and 
is considered an honor for a young man to earn and 
e eae: Why not use this vehicle to expedite the Lord’s 
ork? 

Here the help of congregations and organizations within 
e congregations could be of great value. We heard the 
onderful report of a congregation which had sent a dozen 
orkers or more into the service of the church, althouzh 
at congregation is not yet twelve years old. Recently we 
arned of a congregation which issued a booklet carrying 
e pictures of its former members, male and female, now 
rving in various ministries. We have heard of men’s 
ubs which are establishing scholarship funds to help pay 
e educational expenses of young people from their con- 
egation who wish to prepare for service in the church. 
_ The local pastor can make his contribution, too, by 

ning a sermon which places upon the consciences of 
ee the responsibility for recruiting men for the 
nistry and for the teaching profession. 
American Lutheran 
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Whats the Aun? 


Question:. Why do we believe that the signs for which 
Jesus gave His disciples power (Mark 16:17, 18) were 
only for the early church? 


Answer: No Christian doubts the Lord’s power 
to enable His believers even now to perform signs 
and wonders, but this power appears to have been 
a special gift to the Early Church, when the believers, 
as it were, needed special credentials from heaven 
to impress men that they were the messengers of 
God. (Read Acts 14:8-18.) Once the church became 
established, such signs were not necessary and seem 
to have disappeared with the passing of the Apostles. 
We ought to be extremely wary of those who in 
our day claim to possess miraculous power, espe- 
cially that of healing. Christ has predicted that 
false Christs and false prophets should arise who 
would show great signs and wonders to deceive, if 
that were possible, even the elect (Matt. 24:24). 
Not the power to heal or to perform other signs, 
but purity of teaching is the mark of a true prophet 
of God (John 8:31, 32; Rom. 16:17; 2 Tim. 2:19-21). 


Question: -Is it sinful to marry a divorced person regard- 
less of whether he or she was married in church or in 
a civil ceremony? 


Answer: The type of ceremony, whether religious 
or civil, has no bearing on this question. What does 
matter is whether that person had the right before 
God to procure a divorce. Christ permits a person 
to procure a divorce on the ground of fornication 
(Matt. 5:32; 19:9). He also pronounces him free 
whose spouse steadfastly refuses to live with him 
(1 Cor. 7:15). The innocent person divorced for these 
reasons may remarry. The same would be true if, let 
us say, a husband wrongfully divorces his wife and 
marries another woman. In such cases the first wife 
is the deserted one, who is no longer under bondage. 
As long as there is hope for reconciliation, however, 
the wife who has been put away should not marry 
another man. But when the man enters upon his 
second marriage, the door to reconciliation is closed. 


Question: What is the difference between Communism and 
socialism? Is atheism a necessary adjunct to Communism? 


Answer: Though socialism may exist in various 
forms and admits of degrees, it is basically an at- 
tempt to control property in the interest of the 
public as such rather than of individuals. Commu- 
nism, on the other hand, has for its goal the com- 
plete overthrow of existing capitalistic states and 
institutions and to establish.a classless society in 
which the production of the necessities of life is 
controlled by the worker class. Communism is not 
necessarily atheistic. Nevertheless, it was initiated 
and promoted by men who professed atheism and 
branded all religion as the opiate of the masses, 
which keeps them subservient to capital and un- 
willing to have a part in the social revolution which 
Communism advocates. O.E:S. 


“The 


Pastor, Pilgrim Church, Santa Monica, Calif. 


of increasing importance that 
Christians everywhere stand up 
and be counted, that they look with 
determination and faith beyond 


h ow, in the evening of time, it is 


limited racial, provincial, and financial. 


horizons, that in God’s name they 
undertake, and with His help do, the 
“sreater things” of which the Savior 
spoke. 

Four centuries ago Martin Luther 
used the printing presses freely to 
flood Europe with the Gospel. He 
fervently prayed and trusted that 
with the reopened Bible the knowl- 
edge of the Lord should cover the 
earth. 

With the advent of radio, God 
gave us men of vision and enthu- 
siasm, like Dr. Walter A. Maier, who 
initiated the International Lutheran 
Hour with its comprehensive pro- 
gram, “Bringing Christ to the Na- 
tions.” Millions of hearts and homes 
are being reached by this means, here 
and in other lands, that otherwise 
might not be reached. Our telecast 
“This Is the Life,” likewise, is making 
hosts of friends for us and, what is 
more, directing a constant stream of 
anxious inquirers to Christ for solu- 
tion of their problems. 


Synod’s New Feature Film 


Our Synod has pioneered also in 
the use of moving pictures for promo- 
tion of the Gospel. No doubt, more 
could have been done. The recent 
color film “A Man Called Peter” has 
attracted nation-wide attention and 
acclaim. From our point of view, 
Synod’s new feature film, “The Un- 
finished Task,” has at least an equally 
good story and a far better and more 
direct message. Premiérs of the film 
were held in St. Louis on January 5; 
New York, January 10; and Los 
Angeles, January 15. 

The original outline of “The Un- 
finished Task” was written by Rev. 
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Unfinished 
Task” 


By WALTER F. TROEGER 


Herman W. Gockel more than a year 
ago. Under a directive of the Presi- 
dent of Synod and its Board of Direc- 
tors, your Script Committee — Pastor 
Gockel, Clarence Amling, Frank 
Schoenheider, Dr. L. B. Meyer, Mel- 
vin F. Schlake, and the writer — be- 
gan its work last spring. Conferences 
were held in Hollywood with day and 
evening sessions. The services of Her- 
bert Moulton, screenplay writer, were 
employed. 

It was not until the sixth draft was 
completed in September that the story 
was ready for production. Competi- 
tive bids were solicited and received. 
Sam Hersh, president of Family Films, 
to whom the contract was awarded, 
and his script editor Piérre Coudere 
made many helpful suggestions. 


The Story 


John Bradford desires nothing 
more than the fulfillment of his life- 
long dream, to see his only son a 
junior partner in his firm. Jim, his 
engineering course interrupted by the 
Second World War, returns from the 
South Pacific, determined to bring 
the Gospel light to sin-darkened, 
poverty-stricken, disease- and super- 
stition-ridden lands. “You’re qualified 
for bigger things,” shouts John. “Is 
there anything bigger?” Jim retorts 
with self-restraint. 

In another scene, John Bradford 
enlists the aid of his charming secre- 
tary and, as he hopes, future daugh- 
ter-in-law, in dissuading his son from 
his purpose to enter the holy ministry. 
The secretary’s part, that of Alice 
Greenway, is effectively played by 
Angie Dickinson. Hers is a beautiful, 
heart-warming part. She counters 
her employer’s suggestion with: 
“After all, Jim hasn’t asked me to 
marry him yet,”and, “I want him to 
do whatever will make him the hap- 
piest.” 

Alice had looked forward to Jim’s 
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Jim Bradford tells his girl of his call to foreign mission service 
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oe 


graduation from engineering schoo 
Small wonder that the additiona 
years at the seminary seem long, witl 
only the privilege of correspondenc: 
and occasional vacations! At last, im 
response to a telephone call, sh 
rushes to St. Louis. At a picnic lunch 
eon, Jim reveals that he has an as 
signment to foreign mission service 

Seeing the entire program of th 
church as a sort of global strateg 
with dedicated men holding the out 
posts in distant lands, Jim is ready té¢ 
go— with or without the girl of hi 
choice. This is her supreme test 
“New Guinea!” she falters, “it’s s¢ 
far! It would be like another world 
I don’t know if I have the courage! 
And what does Jim’s father say? 

A missionary on furlough fro 
New Guinea, Rev. O. C. Hintze, spen 
a week in the studios and on locatioy 
to make sure that the scenes and 
events portrayed in that country aré 
authentic. 

The. story is woven about, and has 
its climax in, the statement of Jesus 
our Savior: “I must work the work 
of Him that sent Me, while it is day.’ 

When you see this full-length pic 
ture, you will be stirred. You wil 
want to see it again. You will wan 
every member of your congregatio 
to see “The Unfinished Task.” It wil 
tug at your heartstrings. It will linge 
in your memory. It will inspire yo 
to new interest in our far-flung mis 
sions and to new enthusiasm ané¢ 
action in Kingdom work: 

Through film co-ordinators ap 
pointed by their respective Visitors 
pastors will arrange for an _ initia 
showing of “The Unfinished Task” i 
their congregations. It is suggested 
that the film be shown on severa 
occasions, to give all an opportunit 
of seeing it. Subsequent bookings ma 
be made with the Audio-Visual De: 
partment of Concordia Publishing 
House, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., Sain’ 
Louis 18, Mo. | 
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at Chatenay Malabry 


Electric chimes over loud-speakers an- 
nounced to the people at Chatenay-Malabry, 
a suburb of Paris, France, that the hour for 
the dedication of the House of Theological 
Studies and the new home of the congrega- 
tion of “Saint-Pierre de la Butte Rouge” had 
come. It was October 9, 1955, a sunny Sunday 
afternoon. Members of the Paris congregation 
and many people from the neighborhood, as 
well as the pastors of France and Belgium, 
were in attendance. 

The dedication marked a milestone in the 
history of the Lutheran Free Church of France. 
At long last it will be possible to train future 
French pastors in France. Prof. W. Wolff, 
formerly of Mulhouse, will be in charge of 
the House of Studies. A professor’s residence 
is located near the building. 

Until the House of Studies demands the 
facilities, Rev. M. Splingart, the pastor of the 
newly organized congregation, will have his 
residence in the building. There is also suf- 
ficient room for church and school activities. 
A school for boys was opened immediately 
with 20 pupils. A class for girls may be added 
later. On Thursdays, which is the free day 
for school children in Paris, working parents 
bring their children to the Lutheran center. 
Twenty-six children are thus receiving instruc- 
tion in Catechism, Bible history, and singing. 


yrs Pourchot and Splingart with the 
boys on outing at Versailles 
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to time on current hap) 
persuade them to supe t 
Call is edited by Rev. J 
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is insert in the LUTHERAN Witness has only one purpose: to inform our people from 
enings in our church's far-flung mission work and thereby 
is vital program with their prayers and offerings. Mission 
. E. Herrmann, Stewardship Counselor, 210 N. Broadway, St. Louis 
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Procession of pastors at the dedication service 


Some of the young people of Pastor Kreiss’s con- 
gregation assist in this work. Rev. D. Pourchot also 
assists in the school. 

Regular Sunday services are now being held. 
Adult instruction classes and youth groups have also 
been organized. Thus a new congregation promises 
to come to life. 

The erection of the House of Studies in France 
was made possible by a grant of $75,000 from the 
Conquest for Christ Fund. May this investment 
conquer for Christ by training future workers for 
the vineyard of the Lord. 
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The Lutheran Church of Nigeria, in co-opera- 
tion with the Missionary Board, is planning to 
develop in 1956 a new mission field in the Ogoja 
Province of Nigeria. In this province dwell nearly 
a million heathen people. This field was recently 
surveyed by a committee of the Nigerian Church 
in conjunction with American missionaries. The 
Lutheran Church of Nigeria will assume the 
responsibility of this new mission venture, re- 
questing subsidy from the Missionary Board only 
if absolutely necessary. 


During the next two years strategic urban 
centers in Nigeria will be given prayerful atten- 
tion, such as Lagos, Ibadan, and Port Harcourt. 
Our Church in Nigeria established a mission cen- 
ter in Calabar in 1948. Here a church-school was 
built, and this urban congregation now has 108 
baptized and 60 communicant members. In the 
school the enrollment numbers 123, with four 
teachers in charge. 


e ALWAYS OVERCROWDED... 


The Lutheran Hospital at Eket, Nigeria, ded- 
icated in May 1953, provides medical care for 
the members of our nine districts and people in 
neighboring communities. Just recently our med- 
ical doctor in charge of the hospital reported to 
the Missionary Board as follows: 


“The hospital . . . is almost always over- 
crowded. We have from 90 to 100 patients a great 
deal of the ‘time. Our hospital was designed for 
about seventy patients. ... Many are denied 


ING INTO 


Band players of the Hit 
Country ee 


PRESENT HOSPITAL NEEDS IN NIGERI 


Sheets — size 63’ X 108” 


Draw sheets — 48°90” (from un- 
bleached muslin) 


Pillow cases — ordinary size 


+ Crib 
cribs Face cloths 
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entry because no beds are available. Parallel with 
the increase in patient load is also an increase of | 
revenue from the patients, which has doubled in — 
the past six months. ... Most significant to me- 
is the decided increasing interest displayed by 
both the patients and the nursing staff in our 
daily chapel services. . . . Whereas before we had 
to remind the nursing staff often of the meaning 
and need for attending chapel services, now the 
desire to worship seems to arise from within, and 
we have up to seventy attending. ... The Holy 
Spirit is at work here. ... 


“I believe that the barrier of ignorance and 
fear of a hospital has finally been penetrated in 
Eket, and now the neighboring people are filling 
the wards, although we draw from a radius of 
about thirty miles, i.e., from Calabar to Ikot 
Ekpene to Opobo. ... I am often deeply touched 
by the faith of the African patients. Just last 
night, as I made my rounds, I found three open 
Bibles in one ward, and each man read a verse in 
turn as the others listened attentively. Quite often 
a patient will lead the entire ward in song and 
prayer, usually a prayer of thanks for deliverance 
from peril during surgery or recent illness. One 
cannot avoid becoming endeared to these fine 
black people, so often in pitiful spiritual and 
physical straits.” 


The Missionary Board recently received a 
letter announcing the graduation of four’ more 
theological candidates on December 9.... We 
now have fifteen African ministers of the Gospel 
serving our congregations in West Africa! 
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Which May Be Supplied by Individuals, Groups, or Societies 


Plastic draw sheets—about 46’ X72”’ 

Plastic mattress covers — for six-year- 
old-crib size mattress 

Towels — bath size and hand-towel 


sheets — for six-year-old-type size 


Baby blankets — flannel for the six-year-old-crib size as well as ordinary baby 
blankets e 

Roller bandages — one-inch, two-inch, three-inch sizes. These can be made from — 
any old sheets, old white shirts, flour and sugar bags, etc. (Cut and sewn 
together or sewn together and cut to widths) 


Bath blankets — from flannel or flannelette — 54 X 88 inches >: } 


Men's pajamas from any fabric, such as flannel, flannelette, broadcloth, se f- 


Haven of Re 


Dr. E. J. Friedrich, executive director of the 
Wheat Ridge Foundation, has recently announced 
a grant of $68,200 by the Foundation to help com- 
bat tuberculosis in Asia and Africa. Funds have 
been provided by the sale of 1955 Christmas seals. 


Largest grant goes to the Evangelical Lutheran 
Hospital at Eket, Nigeria, where $27,800 is to be 
used to construct a unit and provide equipment 
for the housing and care of patients. 

Bethesda Hospital of Ambur, India, is to re- 
ceive $22,200 in addition to a previous gift of 
$10,000. Most of this will be used directly in 
earrying forward a vigorous attack on tuber- 
culosis in a concentrated area about Ambur. 
Scholarships are also to be provided for Indian 
doctors and nurses to prepare them better for this 


pe sanatorium 


TO FIGHT 


culosis, a number of groups have united to render 
effective service. Our mission was able to make 
its first contribution to the effort as a result of 
a gift of more than $1,500 raised by the children 
of the North Wisconsin District in their “Hearts 
for Jesus” campaign in 1955. The Foundation 
added $15,000, which provided X-ray facilities 
and assisted in providing quarters for the medical 
staff’ as well as medical needs for 44 patients 
who are related to our work and whom we serve 
spiritually. During 1956 plans call for continued 
care for these patients besides the construction 
of another pavilion for 20 patients. Their medical 
eare is also to be furnished. 

Last year the Wheat Ridge Foundation also 
allowed $10,000 toward the construction of a 
children’s sanatorium at Ajiro, Japan. This is 


special work. 

Hong Kong missionaries will receive $18.200 
to carry forward work that has begun in con- 
nection with the Haven of Hope Sanatorium. 
Because of the shortage of medical personnel and 
the large number of people afflicted with tuber- 


being operated by Dr. Kaji, a member of Martin 
Luther Church, Meguro, Tokyo. 


Our thanks to the Foundation and all con- 
tributors to the Christmas seal funds. 
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Pastor A. Scheips with confirmation class 
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The thirty-three full-time student pastors not 
only strengthen the faith of our Lutheran college 
and university youth but also minister to large 
numbers of non-Lutheran men and women and 
lead many totally unchurched to their Savior. 
The accompanying picture shows you one such 
group of students confirmed last year by the 
Rev. A. Scheips at the University Chapel in Ann 
Arbor, Mich. Two of the group were baptized. 
A total of 319 young people were confirmed by 
our student pastors last year. 


: 
\¥ SWAMINATHAN RETIRES... 
7S August 31, 1955, marked the end of 43 years of active service of 


Mr. K. Swaminathan in the Lutheran Church. At the age of 63 he has 
established a record for continual service in our 60-year-old mission field 
in India. After his secular education he received training for church work 
in catechist-training courses at Concordia Seminary, Nagercoil. Mr. Swam- 
inathan’s faithful services to his church have been blessed abundantly. He 
served both in the Nagercoil and Vallioor circles of the Nagercoil District 
Conference area, both in evangelistic centers and as catechist (vicar) in 
congregations. During the last two years of his service he suffered the loss 
through death of his only son and of his wife. Mr. Swaminathan now lives 
as in retirement in Vadaseri, Travancore, where our church began its work 
__ K, Swaminathan in the southern field 48 years ago. 
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Pastor Harry Timm with the children 


from the Illinois School for 
Blind, Jacksonville 


One of the finest services rendered by our church 
is performed by a large group of women who tran- 
scribe printed material into Braille. This volunteer 
organization of transcribers prepares many different 
types of books for the blind. Thus, for example, 
Mrs. Diener of Chicago, whose own son is blind, is 
director of embossing loose-leaf hymnals. It is the 
desire of our church that every blind person, partic- 
ularly the children attending state schools for the 
blind, be able to participate fully in public worship. 

Thus, for example, Pastor Rose of Jacksonville, 
Ill., whose church also serves the blind children 
from the Illinois School for the Blind, selects the 
hymns months in advance. These lists of hymns are 
then given to the hymnal division of the transcribers 
who put the hymns into Braille. The reactions of 
these blind students has been heart-warming. An 
eighth-grade boy wrote: “When I come to church, 
the first thing I reach for is the Braille hymn book.” 
A high school girl responded: “It means a lot to 
me. It makes me feel like I’m on top of the world 
to be able to sing the hymns. And it surely makes 
the whole service more interesting.” To fill the 
needs of the children at Jacksonville alone means 
3,500 pages of Braille. 

One of the serious defects of a residential school 
for the blind is the lack of contact of the blind 
child with the sighted world. Our church is trying 
to assist in a small way to overcome this difficulty 
by opening the homes of our people who live near 
the residential school. The benefactor program, an 
old tradition with congregations which are near our 
Concordia Colleges, is now being set up by the Mis- 
souri School for the Blind, the Iowa School, and the 
Minnesota School. Mrs. H. H. Koppelmann, who 
has adopted a blind boy, has written a manual for 
week-end foster parents, giving instructions on the 
eare of the blind children. In this way, the blind 
children will enjoy a taste of home life on week ends. 


COMMISSIONINGS | 


Michael Trinklein - to Formosa - Novem- 
ber 13, in New York City 


Gerald Arndt - to New Guinea - Novem- 
ber 27, in New Richmond, Wis. 
- ARRIVAL ON FIELD 
- Harold Baar - Philippines - November 23 
Michael Trinklein - Formosa - November 25 
Gerald Arndt - New Guinea - December 13 
IN U.S.A. 
. Poul Heerb« th - from Japan pre. 6 
? . ee a ot aah 2 . 
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Teaching deaf little ones of Jesus. Rev. Dr. 
Salvner 


The sign language is a wonderful gift of G 
To sign the name JESUS we place the middle fing 
of the right hand into the palm of the left and th 
the left middle finger into the palm of the right, 
thus pointing to the print of the nails. For Bible 
we make the sign for Jesus and then the sign for 
book: the Jesus Book. Surely, a very appropriate — 
name for the Book of God! 

It takes years and years of constant practice t 
become proficient in the use of this language. Much 
emphasis is placed upon the use of the correct signs 
at the annual conference of the Deaf workers. The 
signs must be meaningful and readily understood 

Our 35 full-time pastors, two part-time workers : 
and three full-time vicars reach about 10,000 of the — 
80,000 deaf people in the United States. Each mis- 
sionary must spend a good deal of time away from. 
home, some of them regularly visiting from five to 
ten cities. 

Special emphasis is placed upon the work in the 
various schools for the deaf. There are 309 such 
schools, with an enrollment of 22,474. In the religious. 
classes conducted by our missionaries, 1717 deaf 
boys and girls are enrolled. 


*K WANT ADS 


Filmstrips — to be able to present Bible stories to large 
numbers of people — used in all Asiatic fields —_Each $5.00 


Lenten newspaper advertising “What Lutherans Teach” 
Eth): eS oS iA A ale Each week $20.00 


To help place books into public and school libraries ... $10.00 


Prefabricated chapels for new evangelistic work in the 
industrial area about Papanasam, India ............-......... $200.00 


Tape recorder —to help our Moslem missionaries learn 
the language .:.....2ehkicusc-nncesteieespenier aa vaceeeed eae aero $250.00 


Ae [eapipnent for each of the 17 schools in New 
Gul a 2 sak cia sans... ratoenucanenth ugeanereeeeceeneenaeee ee For each $25.00 


Baokmaile —to help parry books for sale to outlying 


areas, Trivandrum) India yj ceees sees ane eee eee $75.00 
Bibles for evangelistic purposes in Japan or Formosa .... $5.00 
Portable SE ana for’ President’s Synodical office in 

Brazil ... wa cstatenulbataaisen cnbeshipvantacesh olneens se eeaece eee SO 
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By ARTHUR FE KATT 


Member of Advisory Committee on English Bible Versions (Board for Parish Education) 
Pastor, St. Peter's Church, Shaker Heights, Ohio 


series of articles written at the request and published with the subsequent approval 
of the Advisory Committee on English Bible Versions 


V. Modern Bible Translations in English 


here is little doubt that the time- 

honored King James Version has 

lost much of its usefulness as 
means of readily transmitting to the 
odern reader the message of God’s 
oly Word and that the time is ap- 
roaching when a new translation 
ill have to take its place. 


Revision Needed Century Ago 


In England, where our KJV orig- 
ated in 1611, an effort looking 
ywward a revision of the KJV got 
nder way in 1870. A large group of 
ficially appointed translators under- 
yok the task. Their NT appeared in 
381, the OT following in 1884. This 
ible translation is known as the 
nglish Revised Version. A modified 
lition, the American Standard Ver- 
on, appeared in the United States 
. 1901. 


Fault of Earlier Revisions 


These revisions proved inadequate 
ibstitutes for the KJV. The revisors 
ad replaced archaic terms with mod- 
rn words and had consulted better 
ible manuscripts, but they made the 
\istake of endeavoring to render the 
riginal texts too literally. Their in- 
sntion had been to achieve greater 
ccuracy, but they had failed to take 
ito full consideration the need of 
mploying good English idiom. They 
iled in what was Luther’s forte, to 
eproduce the Biblical text freely and 
liomatically. The great Spurgeon’s 
2rse estimate of the New Testament 
ortion was to the point: “Strong in 
‘reek, weak in English.” This over- 
teralness, sometimes approaching 
1at of a student’s interlinear trans- 
tien, made for a certain stiffness 
nd lack of readability and kept the 
evisions from becoming popular. 


Further Revision Needed 


If the King James Version and its 
evisions had been satisfactory, no 
ne man or group of men would have 
pne to the trouble of attempting to 
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translate the Bible anew, for it is 
a most formidable, often a thankless 
task. Translating the Bible is not 
everybody’s business. Translation and 
publication do not guarantee accept- 
ability and use. The many modern 
translations, however, do indicate a 
very definite and continued need. 


Some Modern Translations 


No sooner had the revisions of 
the KJV appeared than a number of 
other NT translations followed at the 
turn of the century, each attempt- 
ing further improvements: Twentieth 
Century NT (1901, no longer on the 
market), and Weymouth’s NT (1903, 
still very usable). Moffatt’s NT in 
England (1901 and 1913; later on, the 
entire Bible), and Goodspeed’s NT 
in America (1923, to which was 
later added the Smith OT) were, for 
all their shortcomings, outstanding 
works, since both of the translators 
were recognized scholars and both 
were pioneering in the field of a more 
popular English for Biblical use. 
There appeared other New Testa- 


ments: Montgomery’s Centenary NT, 
Ballantine’s Riverside NT, Verkuyl’s 
Berkeley NT, Charles K. Williams’ 
NT (England), Charles B. Williams’ 
NT (America). There came the 
Epistles by Wand and by Way, the 
Gospels by Torrey and by Rieu. 
A group of English scholars brought 
out the Bible in Basic English (1950). 
J. B. Phillips’ popular paraphrases of 
the Epistles, the Gospels, and Acts 
have been well received. 

While all of these translations are 
of value and helpful to the student 
of the Bible, none of them achieved 
general acceptance. They are largely 
one-man productions and reflect the 
personal peculiarities of their authors. 
Even linguistic experts like Moffatt 
and Goodspeed, who got out their 
own New Testaments and Bibles, 
realized that they could do an even 
better job by pooling their resources 
and gifts with several dozen other 
outstanding scholars, and contributed 
toward the production of the Revised 
Standard Version of 1946 and 1952, 
the result of two decades of labor. 


Need for New Translation 
Recognized by Synod 


In 1950 Synod, assembled in con- 
vention in Milwaukee, passed a reso- 
lution recognizing “a pronounced 
need and persistent demand for a 
more readable Bible” and authorizing 
the Board for Parish Education 
through its Advisory Committee on 
English Bible Versions to continue 
to study the problem of a more read- 
able English Bible text. 


Shall We Produce Our Own 
Translation? 


An overture to the effect that we 
as a Synod produce our own trans- 
lation was presented to the 1950 con- 
vention of our Synod, but did not 
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receive favorable action. The synod- 
ical committee studying this overture 
presented four reasons why the 
overture’ should not be adopted: 
1. The market is already flooded with 
Bible translations; another translation 
would probably not improve the sit- 
uation. 2. The cost of production and 
publication might prove prohibitive. 
3. The introduction of such a trans- 
lation would cause confusion. 4. Synod 
would be suspected of having its own 
Bible version, accepted by no one else. 

A special committee of Synod’s 
Literature Board reported in 1953 that 
it is “not expedient to prepare a new 
standard Bible translation as that of 
The Lutheran Church — Missouri 
Synod.” 


Special Attention Given 
Revised Standard Version 


In 1953 the Advisory Committee 
on English Bible Versions reported to 
Synod that it had examined a number 
of modern versions, but that it was 
giving special attention to the Revised 
Standard Version. It reported that 


it had adopted the opinion of the - 


St. Louis faculty on the RSV as repre- 
senting the viewpoint of the Com- 
mittee “by which the church should 
be guided in evaluating the RSV.” 


Faculty Opinion on RSV 


The St. Louis faculty, in 1952, had 
rendered the opinion: “In general, we 
recognize that the Revised Standard 
Version, which is based on the orig- 
inal King James Version and its later 
British and American Revisions, very 
successfully transmits to the modern 
English reader the message of God’s 
Word in an idiomatic and readily 
understandable form.” 

“There are instances where we 
cannot agree with the translation 
offered by the RSV.” (Ps. 2:11; Is. 
7:14; Job 19:26; 1 Tim. 3:2; Rom. 9:5, 
. are cited as instances.) “From these 
statements it is clear that we by no 
means regard the RSV as perfect. 
There has never been, and there will 
never be, a translation of the Scrip- 
tures which will measure up com- 
pletely to every demand, but we be- 
lieve that the new version may be 
helpful in presenting God’s own mes- 
sage to our people in a more readable 
form than the KJV offers. We do not 
believe that its use will undermine 
the faith of our members in any 
doctrine of the Scriptures.” 

“Whether the RSV is to be used 
in our religious instruction classes 
and in public worship services must 
be left to the good judgment of our 
pastors, teachers, and congregations, 
since, unlike other church bodies, our 
Synod has never officially adopted 
any version of its own.” (Synodical 
Proceedings, Houston, 1953, pp. 574 
and 575.) 
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What About Other Versions? 


The RSV deserves special con- 
sideration by the Advisory Committee 
on English Bible Versions because 
among modern versions it is in a class 
by itself. It is a second revision of 
the King James Version, designed to 
replace the older version as the gen- 
erally accepted text. It was author- 
ized by the International Council of 
Religious Education, representing 40 
denominations holding membership in 
the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the United States of 
America. There is no other real com- 


petitor. Churches in U.S.A. today 
with relatively few exceptions, are 
either still using the KJV or the 


RSV. While Phillips and Moffatt and 
Goodspeed are occasionally read in 
churches, they are not replacing the 
KJV as the RSV is. 


RSV Given Intensive Study 


The Advisory Committee on Eng- 
lish Bible Versions is presently de- 
voting practically all its time to a 
most thorough critical examination of 
the RSV. The Catechism prooftexts 
are being checked, the standard Gos- 
pels and Epistles are being scru- 
tinized, entire books of the Bible have 
already been reviewed; its findings 
thus far are generally favorable to 
the RSV. It intends to include all the 
books of the Bible in such a critical 
review. 


Suggestions to Be Considered 


By 1958 the Advisory Committee 
hopes to have its critical suggestions 
in the hands of the RSV translators, 
who have agreed to consider crit- 
icisms for possible changes in the 
Bible’s 1962 edition. 


“YOUR BROTHERS” 


(Continued from page 5) 


Any résumé of historical and or- 
ganic development of the past 16 
years of Lutheranism in the West 
must include the doctrinal issues con- 
fronting Lutheranism today. Soon we 
were in the midst of a discussion of 
the inspiration of the Bible. 

I wish I had the gift to transmit 
the sincerity and conviction in the 
voice of Bishop Kotula when he an- 
swered my question as to whether or 
not the Lutheran Church of Poland 
today preaches and teaches plenary 
inspiration of the Bible. He said: 
“Anyone who has experienced what 
we have during and after the war 
must believe that every word of the 
Bible is God’s w6érd and promise or 
he loses the only anchor that holds 
in the maelstrom of political, eco- 
nomic, social, and religious currents 
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and cross-currents in which the whole 
church is tossed to and fro.” 

In the hours that followed I heard 
from the lips of these men confessions 
of faith based upon God’s Word as 
expounded in Lutheran Confessions 
such as I have seldom heard from any 
Lutheran anywhere else in the world. 

In Poland today there is a Lu- 
theran Church of more than 200,000 
members in about 200 parishes. Some 
of these parishes have as many as 
ten congregations. The total number 
of ordained Lutheran pastors is only 
102. Prior to the war there were more 
than 250 pastors. Church life in the 
Lutheran Church of Poland, which is 
totally separated from the state, is 
at a high level of activity. In the past 
ten years it has become an _ inde- 
pendent and self-supporting church, 
whose pastors receive salaries on the 
Missouri Synod level. 

Polish Lutherans have collected 
large sums of money for rehabilita- 
tion of their destroyed churches. 
They carry on an aggressive mission- 
ary program, which includes house- 
to-house canvassing. In Dr. Wan- 
tula’s congregation of 6,200 members, 
there are three services every Sunday 
and seven Sunday school classes. 
There are Bible classes. The children 
receive two years’ instruction for con- 
firmation. Church and Communion 
attendance is good. Members give 
abundantly of their time, treasure, 
and talents. 

A strong lay activity augments the 
shortage of pastors. There are no 
paid lay preachers, but many congre- 
gations are served by lay preachers 
who carry on their preaching and 
teaching besides their daily occu- 
pations. 

Last year the Lutheran Church of 
Poland published a new hymnal and 
a new prayer book. 

The question of unionism has not 
enveloped the Lutheran Church of 
Poland, which is not a member of 
any international or national church 
union — National Council of Christian 
Churches of America, World Council 
of Churches, and also Lutheran World 
Federation. Today the Lutheran 
Church of Poland stands alone. 

As I write these words, this cable- 
gram from Warsaw arrived: 


Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year for you, your family, 
and all Lutheran brothers of 
Missouri Synod from Lutheran) 
Church of Poland. | 


BisHop MICHELIS | 


In Poland I found a Lutheran 
Church totally self-supporting, totally 
indigenous, and, as far as I could 
judge from the many discussions on 
doctrine and practice which we had, 
a church body at one with The Lu- 
theran Church — Missouri Synod. 
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SYNOD’S COLLEGES 


Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, 
fo., recently announced that the anni- 
ersary issue of the Concordia Theo- 
ogical Monthly, edited by its faculty, 
ppears in 4,500 copies. This gives 
he Missouri Synod one of the largest 
irculation lists of theological journals 
n America today. Synod’s Board of 
Jirectors has authorized gift sub- 
criptions for the Concordia Theo- 
ogical Monthly to 800 libraries of 
arger colleges, universities, and sem- 
naries of the U.S 


Yhorus Tours: 

Aurora, Ill., Jan. 28; St. Joseph, Mich., 
an. 29; Grand Rapids, Mich., Jan. 30; 
‘raverse City, Mich., Jan. 31; Detroit, 
fich., Feb. 1; Flint, Mich., Feb. 2; Lan- 
ing, Mich., Feb. 3; Kendallville, Ind., 
EP. 4; Chicago, Ill., Feb. 5; St. Louis, Mo., 
‘eb. 12. 


Concordia Seminary, Springfield, 
ll., reports that Rev. William E. 
xoerss, pastor of Zion Church, Ma- 
coutah, Ill., is teaching Greek to the 
ophomore class during the absence 
yf Prof. Martin H. Coyner, who is ill. 


Shorus Tours: 


Mutual Network, Feb. 12; Rockford, Ill. 
tentative), March 6; Oconomowoc, Wis., 
larch 7; Wisconsin Rapids, Wis., March 8; 
shawano, Wis., March 9; Chicago, IIl. 
tentative), March 10; Bloomington, II1., 
March 11; Dothan, Ala., March 30; Pan- 
ma City, Fla., March 31; Panama City, 
Srestview, and Fort Walton Beach, Fla., 
\pril 1; Springfield, Ill., May 1. 


Concordia Teachers College, River 
‘orest, Ill., dedicated the first unit 
yf EKifrig Hall on October 23, 1955. 
[The new science building bears the 
1ame of the late Dr. Charles W. G. 
ifrig, a naturalist and professor of 
science courses at the River Forest 
chool for 33 years. Facilities in the 
irst unit include a combined chem- 
stry and physics laboratory, a biol- 
gy laboratory, and a lecture room. 


Shorus Tours: 

Buckley, Il, Feb. 3; Cape Girardeau, 
Vlo., Feb. 4 - Fort Smith, Ark., Feb. 5; 
Dallas, Tak, ” Feb. 6; Waco, Tex, Feb. 7; 
xiddings, Tex., Feb. 8; Houston, Tex., 
‘eb. 9; Tyler, Tex., Feb. 10; Affton and 
Viaplewood, Mo., Feb. 12. 


Concordia Teachers College, Sew- 
ard, Nebr., introduced a newly or- 
ganized male chorus under the direc- 
ion of Theodore Beck when faculty 
members and their wives entertained 
he school’s Board of Control last 
December. President Paul A. Zim- 
mermann paid tribute to the men 
who represent Synod in advising the 
administration of the Seward college 
and high school. 


Chorus Tours: 
St. Louis, Mo., April 5; Atlanta, Ga., 
pril 6; Macon, Ga., April 7; Hollywood, 


UARY 17, 1956 


Fla., April 9; Miami, Fla., April 10; Win- 
ter Haven, Fla., April 11: Tampa, Fila., 
April 12; Memphis, Tenn. , April 13: Lock- 
wood, Mo., April 14; Alma and Emma, 
Mo., Mission and Manhattan, Kans., 
April 15. 


Concordia College, Fort Wayne, 
Ind., has_ released Prof. Erwin 
Schnedler to become associate pastor 
of the local Concordia Church. For 
37 of the 41 years he served as 
professor and registrar at the college, 
Prof. Schnedler has also been the 
assistant pastor of the Fort Wayne 
congregation to which he will now 
devote his full time. 


Chorus Tours: 

Cincinnati, Ohio, Feb. 3; Holly Hill 
and Orlando, Fla., Feb. 5; Vero Beach, 
Fla.. Feb. 6; West Palm Beach, Fla., 
Feb. 7; Miami, Fla., Feb. 8; Sarasota, Fla., 
Feb. 9; Clearwater, Fla., Feb. 10; Talla- 
hassee, Fla., Feb. 11. 


Concordia College, Milwaukee, 
Wis., on November 5, 1955, held the 
first of four convocations marking 
the 75th anniversary of the school. 
Dr. William F. Arndt of Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis, who was grad- 
uated from the Milwaukee Concordia 
in 1900, spoke on “The Place of the 
Classics in the Education of a Min- 
ister.’ He gave his lecture in the 
newly renovated chapel, which had 
been dedicated in a morning service. 

An illustrated 75th-anniversary 
folder announcing the calendar of 
special events and describing the six 
areas of the observance may be 
obtained by writing to Concordia 
College, 3126 W. Kilbourn Ave., Mil- 
waukee 8, Wis. 


Chorus Tours: 

Marengo, Ill., April 12; Dubuque, Iowa, 
April 13; Cedar Rapids, Lowden, and 
Clinton, Iowa, April 15; Addison, II1., 
April 16; Sullivan, Wis., April 17; Mil- 
waukee, Wis., April 29. 


Concordia College, St. Paul, Minn., 
dedicated Dr. Martin Graebner Me- 
morial Chapel on November 13, 1955. 
Sixty-five per cent of the present 
student body of 469 are residents of 
Minnesota. The college division lists 
two Korean students: Moon Hwan Jo 
and Chong Sun Pak. 


Chorus Tours: 


The choral club will tour March 23 
to 30 in Minnesota, Iowa, Wisconsin, 
North and South Dakota. 


St. Paul’s College, Concordia, Mo., 
was saddened by the death of 
Mrs. Natalie Mehl, the wife of Pres- 
ident Lambert J. Mehl. She died on 
October 14, 1955, after an illness of 
almost a year. 


Chorus Tours: 

The a cappella choir and male chorus 
have several tentative bookings in Kan- 
sas City, St. Louis, and other cities in 
Missouri. 
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Concordia Collegiate Institute, 
Bronxville, N. Y., accepted for its 
football team an invitation to play 
a team of Cuban players in the Cuban 


Sugar Bowl on December 30, 1955. 
Two members of Grace Church, 
Queens Village, took part in the 


game: Phillip Wagner, whose father 
is pastor of the church, and Arthur 
Catalanello, whose father is the team 
physician. Dr. and Mrs. S. A. Cata- 
lanello accompanied the squad to 
Cuba. 


Chorus Tours: 

York, Pa., Jan. 25; Youngstown, Ohio, 
Jan. 26; Marysville, Ohio, Jan. 27; Cleve- 
land, Ohio, Jan. 28; Elyria and Shaker 
Heights, Ohio, Jan. 29; Akron, Ohio, 
Jan. 30; Pittsburgh, Pa., Jan. 31. 


St. John’s College, Winfield, Kans., 
has converted Baden Hall into a 
men’s dormitory. The sturdy native- 
stone building, which John Peter 
Baden gave for the establishment of 
the school in 1893, will house 120 
students. Plans call for the opening 
of the remodeled fireproof structure 
on February 1. 


Chorus Tours: 

An incomplete schedule includes choir 
trips to congregations in Detroit, Chicago, 
New Orleans, St. Louis, and Denver. 


Concordia College, Portland, Oreg., 
may soon be represented on the 
faculty of Synod’s theological semi- 
nary in Japan. Dr. Thomas Coates, 
president of the Portland school, 
plans to spend his sabbatical leave, 
or part of it, as guest professor at 
the Tokyo seminary during the next 
school year. 


Chorus Tours: 

Bend, Oreg., March 29; Nampa, Idaho, 
March 30; Twin Falls, Buhl, and Rupert 
(tentative), Idaho, April 1; Pocatello, 
Idaho, April 2; Ashton, Idaho, April 3; 
Twin Falls, Idaho, April 4; New Plymouth, 
Idaho, April 5; Burns, Oreg. (tentative), 
April 6; Corvallis, Oreg., April 7; Albany 
and Salem, Oreg., April 8. 


California Concordia College, 
Oakland, Calif., will bid farewell to 
President Oscar T. Walle on Feb- 
ruary 1, when his acceptance of the 
call to the new Senior College be- 
comes effective. Prof. Ernest F. Scaer 
has been appointed acting president. 
Until June, when Professor and 
Mrs. Walle and their four children 
move to Fort Wayne, the Walles will 
reside in Austin, Tex., where he will 
study in the zoology department of 
the University of Texas. 


Concordia College, Edmonton, 
Alta., Can., supplies the only second- 
ary and college training for The 
Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod 
in all of Canada. The enrollment of 
the Edmonton school spans the con- 
tinent with students from the prov- 
inces of Alberta, Saskatchewan, Brit- 
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ish Columbia, Ontario, Manitoba, and 
Quebec, as well as from the U.S. By 
resolution of the Canadian Concor- 
dia’s student council special weekly 
offerings will go to the Lutheran 
Hour and for local and foreign mis- 
sions. 


Concordia College, Austin, Tex., 
selected Edna Fleischhauer and Fred 
Zoch to represent the Texas Con- 
cordia at the Teacher of Tomorrow 
Festival held on December 2, 1955, 
at the East Texas State Teachers 
College, Commerce, Tex. The annual 
festival attracts future teachers from 
colleges and universities in five south- 
western states. 


Seminario Concordia, Porto 
Alegre, Brazil, closed its 1955 school 
year on December 14 by graduating 
six candidates for the ministry and 
by furnishing seven vicars for field 
work until March 1957. A combina- 
tion high school, college, theological 
seminary, and teachers’ college, with 
a total enrollment of 137, Seminario 
Concordia also supplied one teacher 
and three student teachers for schools 
of the Brazil District. 

Recently the State Ministry of 
Education gave graduates of the 
teachers’ college official standing, 
which guarantees the continuation of 
Lutheran parish schools. Virtual ac- 
creditation has come to the seminary 
because its students may enroll in 
secondary state schools by passing an 
“adaptation examination” if it is 
deemed necessary. 

During the past school year Pres- 
ident Otto A. Goerl was disabled by 
an automobile accident in which his 
only son was killed, while he him- 
self, his wife, and a friend narrowly 
escaped death. In the _ president’s 
absence Dr. K. A. Rupp administered 
the affairs of the seminary. Under 
his direction, remodeling operations 
were begun to accommodate new in- 
_ Stallations, which will be ready for 
use when the students return for 
another school year in March 1956. 

The 


Theological Seminary in 


Nagercoil, South India, added the first 
Indian pastor to its faculty when 


Rev. M. Philip was installed as pro- 
fessor of practical theology on No- 
vember 6, 1955. (See cut: Prof. M. L. 
Kretzmann, ].; Prof. R. M. Zorn, r.) 
American pastors had staffed the 
seminary since its founding in 1924. 

Pastor Philip will teach pastoral 
theology and homiletics in the pas- 
tors’ division; Christian doctrine, vil- 
lage preaching, and history of the 
Early Church in the teachers’ division. 

The 53-year-old Indian pastor 
served as teacher in the schools of 
the Travancore mission and as evan- 
gelist in the Kolar Gold Fields and 
Vaniyambadi before he was ordained 
in 1938. He was president of the first 
synod in India until he became pas- 
tor of the seminary congregation at 
Nagercoil in 1953. His faculty post 
permits him to keep his 600-member 
church. 

Pastor and Mrs. Philip have six 
children: Rev. F. Charles Paul, pas- 
tor of the congregation at Marikup- 
pam, Kolar Gold Fields; Norbert, 
teacher in the Nagercoil high school; 
Wilson, student at the local college; 
a daughter who is married to a 


- teacher in the Ambur high school; a 


daughter who teaches in the local 
elementary school; and a daughter 
who is studying-at the local college. 


IN MEMORIAM 


Professor William Schaller 


hese lines are to form a wreath 

of affection, gratitude, and esteem 

which I wish to place on the 
tomb of the sainted professor whose 
colleague I was privileged to be many 
years ago. The numerous students 
whom he taught for 36 years at 
St. Paul’s College, Concordia, Mo., 
will in spirit gladly join in honoring 
his memory. It was a remarkable 
career which was concluded when 
on December 3, 1955, Professor Schal- 
ler closed his eyes in death. 

He came from a_ distinguished 
home. His father, J. M. Gottlieb 
Schaller, had been pastor of Old 
Trinity Church in St. Louis and from 
1872 to 1886 occupied the chair of 
church history at Concordia Seminary 
in this city. Besides being a deeply 
learned man, he was an eloquent 
preacher and a gifted poet. But what 
is most important, he had found the 
pearl of great price, and he ac- 
quainted his children with it. His son 
John became a prominent theologian 
of the Wisconsin Synod; one daughter 
married Prof. A. L. Graebner of 
St. Louis, another Prof. Theo. Brohm 
of Addison, Ill., a third one Pastor 
A. F. W. Heyne. It would take us too 
far afield to note all the other inter- 
esting ramifications which the family 
tree exhibits. 

In Professor Schaller (his given 
names were Friedrich Fiirchtegott 
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Wilhelm) our church lost an eminen 
member, one of its genuine orna 
ments. Following are a few facts of 
his life. He was born March 23, 
1868, graduated from Concordia Col- 
lege, Fort Wayne, in 1886, from Con- 
cordia Seminary, St. Louis, in 1889; 
served as pastor in Baltimore, Md., 
1889—1901, in Quincy, IIl., 1901—1906:; 
he was professor of German language 
and literature at St. Paul’s College, 
Concordia, Mo., from 1906 to 1942; 
served in the editorial department of 
Concordia Publishing House from 
1942 to 1955. He was married to Miss 
Hulda Harscher of Quincy, IIL, who 
with their six children (among them 
two ministers and a wife of a min- 
ister) survives him. At his funeral 
his pastor, Rev. George Wittmer of 
Messiah Church, preached the ser- 
mon, and Prof. L. Mehl, president of 
St. Paul’s College, spoke briefly. 
Interment took place at Concordia 
Cemetery, St. Louis. 

First things first. What counts 
when we approach the portals of 
eternity is not learning, wisdom, suc- 
cess, social rank, popularity, but the 
right relationship to the divine Savior. 
A man of profound, impressive schol- 
arship, William Schaller nevertheless 
in true childlike simplicity accepted 
and cherished the Gospel of the Cross 
of Christ, a stumbling block to the 
Jews and foolishness to the Greeks. 
This faith he confessed in word and 
deed; for example, through faithful 
attendance at the church services and 
at the Lord’s Table. He was a man 
of deep humility, always willing to 
let others be preferred to himself. 
With this was coupled extreme kind- 
ness, which was eager to serve the 
neighbor. Those who knew him well 
will always remember him as a true 
Christian gentleman. 

As a minister he made his mark 
and was held in high esteem. He will 
be chiefly remembered, however, as 
professor. His students at once recog- 
nized that he was an undoubted 
authority in his field, and they still 
speak of him as a talented and de- 
voted teacher. When we think of his 
scholarship, a fascinating chapter 
opens up. Early in life he had be- 
come interested in the German lan- 
guage and literature and made this 
his special field of research. In 1838 
there had been begun in Germany the 
compilation of a huge dictionary 
called Deutsches Worterbuch. Of the 
immensity of the undertaking we can 
form an idea when we learn that it 
is hoped the work can be finished 
in 1960. Schaller became a subscriber 
and was stimulated to furnish contri- 
butions. When he found unusual 
words and expressions in hymns, 
commentaries, or other works, he 
jotted them down on “slips,” which 
he forwarded to the editor for in- 
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ISSIONARY NORBERT BECKER, third from 
jht, attending a meeting in Baguio, the 
lilippines, which was called for the revision 
the Ilocano translation of the New Tes- 
ment. Mr. Waterman, far left, of the Amer- 
an Bible Society, is heading the project. This 
mmittee, which meets monthly, plans to have 
he revision completed by the end of 1956 


A new elementary school in the 
fanhattan Beach School District of 
outhern California is named the 
urelia Pennekamp Elementary 
chool in honor of Miss Aurelia Pen- 
2>kamp, who is a member of Mount 
alvary Church in Beverly Hills, 
here Rev. Theo. C. Schoessow is 
astor. The school was dedicated in 
ovember. 

“Tt was not difficult for the school 
yard of Manhattan Beach to make 
.eir decision when the time came to 
ame the new school. Miss Aurelia 
ennekamp, affectionately known as 
ennie,’ has faithfully and loyally 
rved this school district for 30 years 
; their beloved ‘head school nurse, ” 
ie Southern California District Edi- 
on of the WITNESS reports. 

A native of Kansas, Miss Penne- 
amp moved to California in 1919. 


Bishop Eivind Berggrav of Oslo, 
shop emeritus in the Church of 
orway, said at a recent joint meet- 
g of the Norwegian diocesan coun- 
ls in Oslo, when he was stressing 
ie need of voluntary financing of 
wurch work: “I went to America last 
sar convinced that something was 
rong with the Americans and their 
lationship to dollars. I returned like 
beaten dog. I am now convinced 
at there is something wrong with us 
id our relationship to money.” He 
ypealed to church leaders in Norway 
| be “more courageous in asking 
2ople for money for the work of the 
ingdom.” 
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If churches made a determined 
and courageous effort to speed up the 
process of racial integration, the 
church world mission would attain 
new stature, Dr. Robert E. van 
Deusen, the National Lutheran Coun- 
cil’s Washington secretary, told the 
Women’s Missionary Society, ULCA, 
meeting in Cleveland. In race rela- 
tions practice, he said, “labor, busi- 
ness, sports, entertainment, govern- 
have 


ment done the pioneering. 
Court decisions have outrun the 
Christian conscience in extending 


equal rights to Negroes.” 


Colombian Presbyterian schools 
will enroll only “non-Catholics.” Ac- 
cording to a Colombian government 
decree, religious subjects must be 
taught to Catholic students at non- 
Catholic schools by Catholic teachers. 
Rather than accept this ruling, the 
half dozen or more American schools 
operated in Colombia by the Presby- 
terian Church in the U.S.A. have 
advised the parents of several hun- 
dred Roman Catholic students en- 
rolled in these schools that they will 
accept only students who register as 
non-Catholics. The school in Bogota 
reports that most of its Catholic stu- 
dents have registered as “non-Catho- 
lics” for the new term. 


Lutheran courses at the Univer- 
sity of Illinois began with this se- 
mester. Rev. E. F. Klug, instructor of 
religion credit courses, reported in 
the Central Illinois District Edition of 
the Witness: “The university en- 
courages students to enroll for these 
courses by granting credits for them. 
It is a splendid way for our college 
youth to round out their higher edu- 
cation in keeping with the principle 
of Holy Writ: ‘The fear of the Lord 
is the beginning of wisdom.’ ” 

While the university recognizes 
the courses which the Lutheran pas- 
tor teaches (as well as courses given 
by other religious foundations), it 
does not actively promote them. Pas- 
tor Klug is eager to make the Lu- 
theran students on the campus aware 
of the opportunity and to urge them 
to add these courses to their pro- 
grams. 

In the second semester Pastor 
Klug will offer three courses: Foun- 
dations of Lutheranism II, Christian 
Ethics, and Lutheran Great Book 
Series I. 
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$170,000 for a parking lot for Grace 
Lutheran Church, Cleveland Heights, 
Ohio, “may be the highest amount 
that any church has been forced 
to pay for such facilities,” Pastor 
K. R. Hoffmann wrote the Witness. 
Dr. Herman W. Bartels is pastor 
emeritus. 

In a seven-week campaign for the 
goal, members of the congregation 
pledged $157,000. “Additional pledges 
are still coming in, and it is our hope 
that we will reach our minimum goal 
by Easter,’ the pastor said. The 
amount includes the purchase of the 
properties, clearing and landscaping 
of the land, and construction of the 
parking development. 


The Rev. Stephen Tuhy, pastor 
of St. Matthew’s Slovak Lutheran 
Church, Wilkes-Barre, Pa., will ob- 
serve this year the golden jubilee of 
his ministry in the Slovak Church in 
America. After graduating from Con- 
cordia Seminary, Springfield, in 1906, 
he served that seminary as Slovak 
professor in 1909 and 1910. 

He was President of the Slovak 
Evangelical Lutheran Church from 
1913 to 1919. 


The Good News, a_ four-page 
monthly issued by the Associated Lu- 
theran Charities, completed its 30th 
year with the December number. 
Dr. H. F. Wind, St. Louis, is the editor. 
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Board of Directors of the Lutheran Deaconess 
Association at a meeting in Fort Wayne in 


November elected new officers. The board, 
with headquarters in Fort Wayne, directs the 
recruitment, education, and placement of Lu- 
theran deaconesses of the Synodical Conference 
and is also responsible for raising all funds 
needed to carry on the work of the deaconess 
program. 


Seated (I. to r.): Miss Pauline Krudop; Rev. Arnold F. 
Krentz, superintendent; Mrs. Paul Bente, secretary; 
Deaconess Shirley Groh, field secretary, Standing: Rev. 
H. H. Backs, vice-president; Fred Uffelman; Otto Boer- 
ger; Oscar Salzbrenner, treasurer; Rev. Herbert Linde- 
mann; Oscar Lehrman; Rev. E. H. Albers, president; 
George W. Rentz; and Prof. Paul Bente. 
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Victor S. Gerson (right), a former Jew who 
lives in Turkey, was baptized at First St. Paul’s 
Church, Chicago, by Dr. James G. Manz (cen- 


ter). John A. Larson (left) is a business asso- 
ciate of Gerson. 


Victor S. Gerson, 34, born of Jew- 
ish parents in Istanbul, Turkey, heard 
the Old Testament read when as a 
youth he attended the synagog. In an 
Istanbul college he became acquainted 
with church history and parts of the 
New Testament. Later an American 
Army chaplain gave Gerson a Lu- 
theran Catechism. 

Through John A. Larson, who has 
business connections in the Near East 


and who is a member of First Saint : 


Paul’s Church, Chicago, Gerson be- 
came interested in the Lutheran 
Church. The two men discussed the 
way of salvation. Larson personally 
testified to the Savior. Before be- 
ginning a day in the business world 
in the Near or Far East, Australia, or 
in the U.S., the two men prayed each 
morning, confessed the Apostles’ 
Creed, and read the daily devotions 
in Portals of Prayer. 

Gerson was baptized September 8 
in First St. Paul’s Church by Dr. 
James G. Manz, pastor. Before re- 
turning to his Christian wife and a 
young child in Ankara, Turkey, Ger- 
son received The Lutheran Hymnal, 
Luther’s Large Catechism, and Herz- 
berger’s Family Altar for use in daily 
family devotions. Gerson hopes to 
establish a Lutheran mission in 
. Turkey. 


David Sarnoff, board chairman of 
the Radio Corporation of America, in 
a speech at Notre Dame for the dedi- 
eation of the university’s new tele- 
vision station, said “the moral law 
has become the law of survival.” To- 
day’s crisis is not economic or politi- 
cal, but moral, he stressed, for genuine 
protection in the modern world “is no 
longer to be found in material safe- 
guards alone.” 

“The final test of science,” he said, 
“is not whether its accomplishments 
add to our comfort, knowledge, and 
power, but whether it adds to our 
dignity as men, our sense of truth and 
beauty. It is a test science cannot 
pass alone and unaided. I dare to say 
that the major burden rests on reli- 
gion — to show to all men and insti- 
tutions the way to life based on a 
foundation of moral principles.” 
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First Immanuel Church of Chi- 
cago, founded in 1854, had been de- 
clining numerically for many years. 
In 1950 it had 270 communicants, 77 
children enrolled in Sunday school, 
and four baptisms. In 1954 it had 200 
communicants, 166 pupils in Sunday 
school, and 35 baptisms. In recent 
years the congregation increased its 
membership with accessions from 
both the Negro and the Caucasian 
races living in the area of the church’s 
location. Rev. Ralph L. Moellering, 


pastor, confirmed 20 adults during 
1955. Two more classes for church 
membership have started. 


More than 95% of the children in the Mis- 
sion Sunday School of First Immanuel Church 
of Chicago come from non-Lutheran homes 


The church’s mission Sunday 
school has an enrollment now of 250 
children, of whom 95% come from 
non-Lutheran homes. The Mission 
Activities Group of Concordia Teach- 
ers College in River Forest provides 
the teachers for the Sunday school. 
Deaconess Rita Sadosky directs the 
missionary enterprise. “Almost 100 
children were baptized at First Im- 
manuel after the interracial mission- 
ary program reached into the neigh- 
borhood. Vicar Samuel Hoard, a 
Negro student from Concordia Sem- 
inary, St. Louis, has taken a leading 
role in promoting this work,” Pastor 
Moellering reported to the WITNEss. 
“1956 will witness the first children’s 
confirmation class in four years.” 

A Saturday school with four 
classes, Grades 5 to 8, offers religious 
training to 35 children. A Teenager 
Club provides a religious-social pro- 
gram. Medical personnel, medical 
students, and nurses connected with 
the local Gamma Delta chapter (the 
church is near a large medical center) 
teach health classes. 


Confiscation of three Roman 
Catholic schools in Maillardville, 
British Columbia, Canada, by the 
Coquitlam Municipal Council for 
failure to pay $7,000 tax arrears ac- 
cumulated over a three-year period 
revived the question whether grants 
of public funds,should be made to 
parochial schools. Catholic authori- 
ties closed the same three schools 
from the spring of 1951 to the fall of 
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1952 in protest against the provinci 
government’s refusal to make grant; 
to parochial schools. 

In 1954 Archbishop William Mar 
Duke of Vancouver, who for 27 year, 
has led a campaign for public gran 
to Catholic schools, and other Britis 
Columbia bishops met as a delega 
tion with the British Columbia cabi 
net and urged ending the “doubl 
taxation” of Roman Catholics fo 
school purposes. The delegation aske 
that Catholics be taxed to suppor 
their own schools and that only non 
Catholics support the public schools 
Such a system is in effect in eight o 
Canada’s ten provinces. British Co 
lumbia and Manitoba are the tw 
exceptions. 


If church colleges in the U.S. ar 
to have “a meaningful place in highe 
education of the future, churches an 
individuals are going to have to give 
financial support far beyond every- 
thing in the past,’ Dr. Howard F. 
Lowry, president of the Presbyterian 
College Union and of the College of 
Wooster (Ohio), said at Chicago in an 
address to administrators of the 41] 
schools affiliated with the union. To 
maintain its present services the typi- 
cal Presbyterian college will have to 


increase its endowment at least 
$10,000,000 in the next decade. 
“Only the church college,” Dr. 


Lowry observed, “can express its 
faith in every department, can see 
there is no divorce of religion from 
economics, history, literature, art, 
philosophy, and the social sciences.” 


A referendum conducted among 
congregations of the Lutheran Free 
Church fell 35 votes short of attaining 
the three-fourths majority required 
for the LFC’s continued participation 
in union negotiations with the Ameri- 
can Lutheran Church, the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, and the United 
Evangelical Lutheran Church. The 
latter three bodies at their 1954 con- 
ventions had approved the blueprint 
for merger in the plan to establish a 
single church body by 1960. It will be 
known as The American Lutheran 
Church. 


Discussion on the headquarters 
site — Minneapolis or Chicago — fo1 
The American Lutheran Church end- 
ed in deadlock at the Chicago meeting 
of the Joint Union Committee, No- 
vember 29—December 1. The com- 
mittee, however, unanimously agreed 
that the new church should apply fo1 
membership in the World Council of 
Churches. 

Dr. Tillman M. Sogge of St. Ola! 
College, ELC, chairman of the com- 
mittee which has the final respon- 
sibility of deciding the location, will 
go to Columbus, Ohio, where he 
and Dr. W. L. Young, A. L. C. com- 
mittee member, will count the sealed 
ballots March 12. 
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‘There was no annual children’s 
iristmas pageant at Iola Sanato- 
um, Rochester, N. Y., this Christmas, 
d Dr. Charles A. Behnke, chaplain 
the tuberculosis institution for 35 
‘ars, counts the omission as one of 
s greatest joys. When he made his 
st rounds as friend and spiritual 
lviser to the patients, 125 children 
cupied beds at the hospital. Now 
ere are fewer than 10. Adult pa- 
ants have decreased from more than 
0 with a long waiting list to 235 
id no waiting list. Dr. Behnke is 
stor of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 
ochester. Two mornings a week he 
sits patients at Monroe County In- 
‘mary and Home at the Rochester 
ate Hospital. 


-V. AND MRS. WINFRED A. SCHROEDER and 
eir children received the traditional Aloha 
on their return last fall to Hawaii after 


ree months’ furlough in the U.S. As the 
mily came down the gangplank of the ship, 
ildren from the fourth and fifth grades of 
ur Redeemer School held up _ placards 
ading ‘‘Aloha Pastor.’’ For five years Pastor 
hroeder has served Our Redeemer Lutheran 
wrch in Honolulu. 


Destroyed by the Nazis in 1938, 
t. Matthew’s Lutheran Church in 
funich was rebuilt at the expense of 
ie state and was dedicated on No- 
ember 27, 1955. The new edifice in 
1e center of the city. 

Although religious freedom in 

yuthern Bavaria was not declared 
ntil 1803, Lutheran Pastor F. L. 
echmidt conducted the first Protestant 
rorship in 1799 at the court of Elec- 
yr Maximilian I, whose wife was 
vangelical. Protestants, encouraged 
y her example, gradually increased 
1 numbers until a congregation of 
000 built the original St. Matthew’s 
hurch in 1833. 
On June 9, 1938, the Nazi Gauleiter 
Munich ordered the demolition of 
is 105-year-old Lutheran church. 
ousands attended the final service 
their house of worship and, singing 
, remained until midnight. 


INUARY ReAT OLS 6 


Day and night shifts of Nazi work- 
ers razed the building in four weeks. 
The ground which the church had 
occupied became a parking lot. 

Of contemporary design, the re- 
built church seats 1,300 people. Its 
bell tower lifts the cross of Christ 
high above Munich. After 17 years 
the mother church of 34 congregations 
in the city and many others in 
southern Bavaria will have to as- 
semble a new congregation for itself. 

Three bells of St. Matthew’s will 
continue to ring out the truth of their 
inscriptions: “Heaven and earth shall 
pass away, but My words shall not 
pass away”; “For Thine is the king- 
dom and the power and the glory for- 
ever and ever. Amen”; and “Earth, 
Earth, Earth, hear the Word of the 
Lord.” 


Many Braille transcribers, volun- 
teering their services and working in 
an unassuming, painstaking way, have 
filled the shelves of the Lutheran Li- 
brary for the Blind at 210 N. Broad- 
way, St. Louis 2, Mo. Each transcribed 
letter in each word is an arrangement 
of raised dots made on paper by a 
stylus on a Braille slate — and made 
by hand. 

After a book has been approved 
by Synod’s Board of Missions for the 
Blind, the Lutheran Braille Tran- 
scribing Committee distributes the 
volume for transcription, shellacks 
the pages to keep the Braille dots 
from being mashed as the fingers of 
blind readers feel the words, and 
sends the books to the binder. Only 
two workers are salaried: Rev. O. C. 
Schroeder of Chicago, editor of The 
Lutheran Messenger, a Braille mag- 
azine sent free each month in 2,000 
copies to readers throughout the 
world; and Mrs. Madeline Bruenig, 
St. Louis, librarian for Lutheran Li- 
brary for the Blind, in charge of 
issuing Braille and Talking Books. 
Birthday and Christmas cards in 
Braille are also available. 

Mrs. A. W. Herpolsheimer of Lin- 
coln, Nebr., has transcribed 70 books 
into Braille. Fred Schuette, Napo- 
leon, Ohio; Miss Lillian Weiss, Fort 


Dodge, Iowa; and Miss Emma Kraus, 
Westwood, N. J., who are employed, 
do volunteer work in Braille at night, 
so that the sightless may take and 
read Christian literature. 

Among others on the Transeripti on 
Committee are: Miss Emilie Wefe 
Cleveland, a member of the a isciat 
staff for book selection, and Mrs. Edith 
Sandborg, Chicago, treasurer and 
teacher of Grade 2 Braille, who is 
in charge of all Braille transcribing 
in English and of sending the pages 
to a paid proofreader, where the 
copy is proofread and corrected. 
Mrs. Edna Diener, Chicago, secretary 
and teacher of Grade 1% Braille, 
supervises the Brailling of hymns 
taken from The Lutheran Hymnal. 
She also teaches volunteer transcrib- 
ers by mail. Mrs. Mabel Warnke, Des 
Plaines, Ill., chairman, checks the 
assignments’ which German Braille 
transcribers have completed and 
sends some of the material to Ger- 
many for a new library. 

Mrs. Herman H. Koppelmann, St. 
Louis, author of “Open Your Arms,” 
a manual for sighted people who 
would like to take into their homes 
for holidays, blind children attending 
boarding schools for the blind, has 
adopted a blind son. Miss Eleanor 
Blase, a real estate dealer in St. Louis, 
pays a group of students at the School 
for the Blind to Braille hymns for the 
use of the blind who attend Messiah 
Church, St. Louis. She is also sending 
some blind students through college. 

In addition to The Lutheran Mes- 
senger, the Board publishes The Her- 
ald in Moon Type (600 circulation) ; 
Teen-Time in Braille and sight-sav- 
ing print (Rev. Harold Storm, editor; 
400 circulation) ; and Der Bote in Ger- 
man Braille (550 circulation) — all 
issued free upon request. Sunday 
school lessons in Braille and sight- 
saving large type are also available 
from the library. 

Dr. Walter A. Maier, with the help 
of Mrs. Bertha Schroeder, a_ blind 


stenographer on his Lutheran Hour 
staff, founded the Lutheran Library 
for the Blind. 


SAVAGE 


Lutheran Braille Transcription Committee recently met with members of Synod’s Board of Missions 


for the Blind at Lutheran Building, St. Louis. 


Standing, I. to r.: Rev. Victor Selle, chairman of the board; Miss Emilie Wefel, Cleveland; Mrs. 
Seated: Mrs. Edna Diener, Chicago; Mrs. Mabel Warnke, Des Plaines, II!.; Mrs. 


Chicago. 


Edith Sandborg, 
Madeline 8ruvenig, 


St. Louis; Rev. O. C. Schroeder, Chicago, editor; Rev. W. H. Storm, Cleveland, Executive Secretary; Mrs. Herman 


Koppelmann and Miss Eleanor Blase, St. Louis. 
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Books 


Seven Preludes on Plainsong Hymns. 
By Camil van Hulse. Concordia 
Publishing House. $2.50. 


Gregorian chants and tunes are reck- 
oned among the world’s best church 
music. To hear them sung or played by 
good singers or performers is unforget- 
table. Many of our hymns are based on 
Gregorian tunes but often have been 
simplified and have lost their metric 
freedom. 

These seven preludes display flexi- 
bility, dexterity, artfulness, and the com- 
poser’s familiarity with Gregorian music. 
They are not difficult according to 
modern standards, but to do justice to 
a tone picture or a fantasy a large organ 
will qualify best. Organists will take 
pleasure in playing these numbers, and 

congregations will listen devotionally to 
the music of the master composer. The 
length of the numbers varies from about 
two to four pages. Excellent, clear print- 
ing makes the music easy to read. 


HA2019. Awake, Our Souls! Away Our 
Fear! 
Wolff. SATB. 22 cents. 


An impressive chorale anthem on a 
melody composed by Melchior Vulpius, 
with a splendid organ accompaniment 
that adds vigor to the melody. Suitable 
for national or general use. The text by 
Isaac Watts. Four stanzas, nine pages. 


CH1061. I Was Glad. By S. Drummond 
Wolff. Motet for SATB. 18 cents. 


Text: Ps. 122:1, 2, 7. Suitable for 
Laetare Sunday, church dedications, 
church anniversary, or general use. 


A fine, expressive motet of three pages. 
A cappella. Not difficult. 


CH1067. He Hath Done All Things Well. 
By Jan Bender. SATB. 18 cents. 


Text: Mark 7:37. From the Gospel 
for the Twelfth Sunday after Trinity. 
A smoothly flowing little motet, happily 
rejoicing that God does all things well. 


CH1068. He Which Hath Begun a Good 
Work in You. By Jan Bender. 
SAB. A cappella. 18 cents. 


Text: Phil. 1:6. From the Epistle for 
the Twenty-second Sunday after Trinity. 
An easy three-part motet, well arranged. 
Three pages. 


CH1073. Praise We God the Father’s 
Name. By Leland B. Sateren. 
SATB. 16 cents. 


An original hymn, easy enough for a 
congregation to learn, except for the last 
two measures. Easy also for choir. The 
text is by Cyril A. Addington (872). For 
Mission Sunday or general use. 


CH1076. We All Believe in One True 
God. Nicene Creed. Setting by 
Ludwig Lenel. TTB. 22 cents. 


A dramatic setting of the great melody 
found in our Lutheran Hymnal for three 
male voices (TTB), with unison phrases, 
imitations, or solid harmonies. The organ 
accompaniment has some striking chords. 
Suitable for general use, Trinity Sunday, 
or Reformation Festival. 
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Setting by S. Drummond 


CH1080. Praise to the Lord, the AlI- 
mighty. Chorale: Lobe den Herren. 
Setting by Otto Spar. SAB. 18 cents. 


Excellent three-part setting of Ne- 
ander’s great hymn. The rise and fall of 
alto and bass notes add new delights to 
the melody. Three stanzas. 

WALTER WISMAR 


Death 


Louis Stein (March 25, 1889, Ravenna, 
Nebr., to November 16, 1955, Derby, 
Colo.), son of Jacob and Barbara 
Schmidt Stein; graduated Concordia 
Teachers College, Seward, Nebr., 1909; 
taught in Lutheran schools at Yorktown, 
Iowa, 1909—12; Parkston, S. Dak., 1912 
to 1914; Holloway, Minn., 1914—19; and 
New Haven, Ind., 1919 until his retire- 
ment in 1935. 

He is survived by his wife, the former 
Gertrude Gans, whom he married in 
1913; two sons: Roland; and Robert, 
Los Angeles, Calif.; and three daughters: 
Mrs. Paula Schroeder and Mrs. Norma 
Runneak, Fort Wayne, Ind., and Mrs. 
Dorothea Buss, Claremont, Minn. 

The undersigned conducted funeral 
services November 18 at Derby. Rev. 
Fred Heidbrink preached for the second 
service at Fort Wayne, Ind., where the 
body rests in Greenlawn Cemetery. 

ARNOLD E. HEIMSOTII 


James L. Summers (May 8, 1898, Ni- 
angua, Mo., to November 11, 1955, Con- 
over, N.C.), son of William and Karen 
Kruse Summers; graduated St. John’s 
College, Winfield, Kans., 1918, and Con- 
cordia Seminary, St. Louis, 1922. 

He was pastor of St. Paul’s and Salem 
Churches, Taylorsville, N.C., 1922—29, 
and St. Stephen’s Church, Hickory, N.C., 
1929—40; Executive Secretary of Mis- 
sions for the Southeastern District, 
1940—49; and pastor of St. John’s Church, 
Conover, N.C., 1949 until his death. He 
served as Visitor and was a former Vice- 
President of the Southeastern District. 

Olivia Rudi, who became his wife in 
1923, died in 1949. He is survived by his 
widow, the former Mrs. Mary Kaufman, 
whom he married in 1950, and a daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Lillian Welborn. 

For the funeral services, which the 
undersigned conducted November 14 in 
St. John’s Church, Conover, Rev. Edwin 
E. Pieplow preached, President William 
H. Kohn represented the District, and 
Revs. William F. Bruening and Lester 
A. Wolf spoke for the District Mission 
Board and the North Carolina Confer- 
ence, respectively. R. P. SIEVING ° 


William F. Schaller (March 23, 1868, 
St.Louis, Mo., to December 3, 1955, 
St. Louis, Mo.), son of Professor Gottlieb 
and Bertha Volk Schaller; graduated 
Concordia College, Fort Wayne, 1886, and 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, 1889. 

He was pastor of St. Thomas Church, 
Baltimore, Md., 1889—1901, and St. John’s 
Church, Quincy, IIl., 1901—1906; and 
professor of German at St.Paul’s Col- 
lege, Concordia, Mo., 1906 until his re- 
tirement in 1942, when he became a 
member of the editorial department of 
Concordia Publishing House. 
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LHE LUTE AM WITNES 


He is survived by his widow, th 
former Hulda Harscher, whom he mar. 
ried in 1905; two sons: Rev. Arnold C 
Redlands, Calif., and Rev. Robert W 
Phoenix, Ariz. and four daughters 
Helen and Evelyn; Clara, wife of Rev 
Herbert Steinbauer, Flint, Mich.; anc 
Mrs. Irma Rothschild, Riverside, Calif 

The undersigned conducted the fu. 
neral services December 6 in Messial 
Church, St. Louis, and read the commit. 
tal rites in Concordia Cemetery. Presi. 
dent Lambert Mehl spoke on behalf o 
St. Paul’s College. Grorce W. WITTMER 


IN MEMORIAM 


(Continued from page 18) 


corporation in the dictionary or fot 
confirmation of things discovered by 
others. A live, attractive account o: 
this activity is furnished by himsel: 
in the Lutheran Scholar for July 
1950. At that time he had receivec 
word from Germany that he was now 
the only person living who had co- 
operated in the production of the 
Worterbuch for more than half < 
century. 

When after his retirement from 
teaching he had found employment a‘ 
Concordia Publishing House, he en- 
gaged, as far as time permitted, ir 
a project, which, it is hoped, wil 
prove to be of solid value to the 
church; he compiled an index foi 
the first 25 volumes of the Concordic 
Theological Monthly, which is await- 
ing publication. 

The deceased was by no means < 
dry-as-dust specialist, moving in < 
dark, narrow groove. In addition tc 
his interest in theology and in the 
German language he cultivated the 
study of plants and birds and en- 
riched his life by reading, whenever 
opportunity offered, God’s book ot 
nature. But what must receive spe- 
cial mention is his unusual ability as 
a poet, a gift which he nobly em- 
ployed in hymning the precious truths 
of divine revelation. His long-time 
intimate acquaintance with the best 
models had given him a rare sense 
of proper form and precision of ex- 
pression, while the vivid imaginatio 
with which he was endowed made hi 
verses. delightfully sparkling an 
unique. Readers of Der Lutherane 
will gratefully recall some of his po 
etic productions because it was chief 
in that periodical where | they wer 
presented. 

Only in the last few months di 
physical weakness visibly come upo: 
him; mentally he remained alert an 
active to the very end. So, as w 
bid him an affectionate farewell, we 
praise God’s goodness, who in a sign 
way in the case of this faithful servan 
fulfilled the promise of Ps. 91:16: 
“With long life will I satisfy him anc 
show him My salvation.” F 


St. Louis, Mo. Wuti1am F. ARNDT 
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' LEND IT TO THE LORD 


_ Requests for Church Extension funds to help new congregations build chapels 
id to help finance new schools continue to come in at the rate of $200,000 
month. Many of these come from the Districts which are numerically weak 
id need help. Our greatest mission opportunities are in these Districts. New 
mngregations often find it difficult to borrow from banks. 


To take advantage of mission opportunities, Synod borrows money for its 
hurch Extension Fund and lends it to new congregations, which repay the loan 
; quickly as possible. Demand notes will pay 2% interest semiannually. Notes 
hich are due at the end of five years pay 3% interest semiannually. Ten-year 


tes will pay 342%. 


Jesus borrowed a donkey on which to ride into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. 
yseph of Arimathea lent Him a grave in which to be buried when He had made 
Jr peace with God through His death on the cross. There is nothing wrong 
yout Synod’s asking her people to lend their savings for the Lord’s work. 


If the Lord has blessed you so that you have savings in any amount from 
100 up, won’t you put it to work for Him and for yourself? Your loan will 


main completely confidential. 


Ladies’ aids, men’s clubs, congregations, and 


her organizations, as well as individuals, are eligible to invest any amount with 
ynod. Your money may earn more interest than you now get and it will “work 


r the Lord.” 


Fill out the attached blank, and mail it with your check. You will receive 
note signed by Synod’s Treasurer. 


OFFICE OF THE TREASURER 


THE LUTHERAN CHURCH — MiIssourRI SYNOD 
210 N. Broadway - St. Louis 2, Mo. 


Attached find check for 


for church extension. Send me the following: 


Name 
Address 
City 


Pumouncements 


Ordinations and Installations 
Ordainea; CANDIDATES 


undenthal, Theodore K., Immanuel, River- 
ton, Ill., by R. A. Haak, Dec. 11. 


installed: PASTORS 


varles, Lester, Holy Sacraments, St. Louis, 
Mo., by Paul Koenig, Oct. 23. 1 

auser, Martin A., St. Stephen, Braham; Saint 
iy Rush City, Minn., by Gerald Peske, 


ec. 4. 
lenk, Elmer, First, Van Nuys, Calif., by 
Elmer Ude, Dec. 11. 
etzger, Robert, St. Paul, Brooklyn, N. Y., by 
Robert J. Riedel, Dec. 11. 
hedler, Donald E., Trinity, Hartford, S. Dalk., 
by Norbert A. Streufert, Dec. 11. 
‘hmidt, Martin, Redeemer, Armour; Saint 
Peter, Corsica, S.Dak., by Robert Kamp- 
rath, Dec. 9. 

rk, Fred, Jehovah, Calvary, Alta., Can., by 
. Be Fox, Dec. 11. 
rnke, Hugo M., Zion, Klamath Falls, Oreg., 
yy E. Paul Riedel, Dec. 11. 


ommissioned ; 


erger, Robert T., as missionary in the 45th- 
d-Grover area in Omaha, Nebr., in Zion 
arch. Ouishs Nebr., by O. W. Wehr- 
5 bec. it; 


MinARY 17, 1956 


oa 


Please invest it for me in Synod 


A demand note at 2% 
A five-year note at 3% 
A ten-year note at 34% 


Johnson, Harold G., Pilgrim, Bellevue, Wash., 
for Eastgate mission, by Herman F. O. War- 
neck, Dec. 4. 


Inducted: 


Dodge, Frederick William, as instructor at 
Concordia Collegiate Institute, Bronxville, 
N. Y., by Pres. H. J. Rippe, Dec. 6. 

Kalin, Everett Roy, as instructor at Concordia 
Collegiate Institute, Bronxville, N.Y., by 
Pres. H. J. Rippe, Dec. 6. 

Meier, Robert John, as instructor at Concordia 
Collegiate Institute, Bronxville, N.Y., by 
Pres. H. J. Rippe, Dec. 6. 

Wright, Arthur Forbes, as instructor at Con- 
cordia Collegiate Institute, Bronxville, N. Y., 
by Pres. H. J. Rippe, Dec. 6. 


Official Notices 


Rev. Alfred F. Ziehlsdorff, Madison, was 
appointed Visitor of the Madison Circuit to 
replace Rev. Martin Werfelmann, who ac- 
cepted a call to the California and Nevada 
District. —H. W. Baxmann, President, South 
Wisconsin District. 


Call for Nominations 


The Board of Control of California Con- 
cordia College, Oakland, Calif., with the ap- 
proval of Synod’s Board for Higher Education, 
herewith invites all congregations, and others 
entitled to do so, to nominate candidates for 
the office of President of the institution to 
succeed the Rev. Prof. Oscar T. Walle, who 
has accepted a call to the Senior College, Fort 
Wayne, Ind 

Candidates must possess the necessary qual- 
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ifications to serve as the spiritual, academic, 
and administrative head of the institution 
and as executive officer of the Board of Con- 
trol, as head of the Department of Religion, 
and as spiritual adviser to the students, and 
to perform such other duties as set forth in 
Section 6.91 of the synodical Handbook. 


Nominations must be in the hands of the 
undersigned on or before March 1, 1956, and 
should be addressed to Epwin MEESE, Jr., 
Secretary, Board of Control, 4444 Edgewood 
Ave., Oakland 2, Calif, 


Call Declined 


Rev. Justus Kretzmann has declined the call 
to the professorship of missions at Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis. — Frepertc Niepner, D. D., 
Secretary, Board of Control. 


Scholarships for Freshmen 


Because the social welfare agencies of the 
church are in great need of trained Christian 
social workers, the Wheat Ridge Foundation 
offers seven full-tuition scholarships at Val- 
paraiso University for students planning to 
enter the field of social welfare. Inquiries 
should be addressed to the WueEat RuinGE 
FOUNDATION COMMITTEE ON SCHOLARSHIPS, Val- 
paraiso University, Valparaiso, Ind. 


Wanted 


Concordia Publishing House is eager to 
locate a copy of a translation of Stoeckhardt’s 
Roemerbrief as prepared by Dr. Theodore 
Graebner. Anyone who has a copy please 
communicate with O. A. Dorn, Concordia 
Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., 
St. Louis 18, Mo. 


Married couple interested in a combination 
position of church custodian and housemother 
for Lutheran students. Write Rev. R. L. MoeEt- 
LERING, 1124 S. Ashland Blvd., Chicago 7, III. 


Pastors: Changes of Address 


Beck, Paul R., 2209 Bay St., Saginaw, Mich. 

Becker, Wilbur H., 738 E. Cherry, 
Cushing, Okla. 

Brumme, Carl, 10 Douglas Rd., 
Massena, N. Y. 

Griesse, Theodore R., 104 S. Carpenter, 
Mart, Tex. 

Heyne, Edwin T., 1203 Taylor, 
Amarillo, Tex. 

Hiller, Harold M., 1616 N. Air Depot, 
Box 5827, Midwest City 10, Okla. 

Kuebler, Karl E., 5 Ruby Lane, 
Plainview, L.I., N. Y. 

Merkens, Guido A., 206 Dawnview Lane, 
San Antonio, Tex. 

Metzger, Robert W., 104 Warwick St., 
Brooklyn 7, N. Y. 

Rothe, F. Otto, em., 35434 Tennessee Ave., 
St. Louis 18, Mo. 

Schuldheiss, Allen, 611 Third Ave., E., 
Kalispell, Mont. 

Schwartz, Ernest W., R. 1, Fall Creek, Wis. 


Teachers: 


Greising, Robert A., 1404 Freeland, 
Calumet City, Ill. 

Heinicke, Theodore, 1756 N. 56th St., 
Milwaukee 8, Wis. 

Keuer, Edward J., Home: 1303 Northridge 
Drive. Office: 3301 Kim Lane, 
Austin 5, Tex. 

Stohs, Reuben V., 425 N. Maple, 
Oak Park, Ill. 

Wendt, Fred, 3271 Niagara, Denver, Colo. 


Notice 


Articles, church news, announce- 
ments, obituaries, intended for publica- 
tion in the LuTHERAN WItTNEss, books 
for review, and general correspondence 
should be addressed to the Editorial Of- 
fice, 801 De Mun Ave., St. Louis 5, Mo. 


Reports of ordinations, installations, 
dedications, anniversaries, and changes 
of address of pastors and _ teachers 


| 
should be sent to the Statistical Bureau, | 
Lutheran Building, 210 North Broad- 


way, St. Louis 2, Mo. 


bh Soca: 


_ After You, 


AFTER YOU, MARCO POLO is Jean’s true 
story of a recent trip from Venice to China over the 
same precarious route followed by Marco’ Polo cen- 
turies before. She writes with humor, charm, and 
warmth of people and events along the strategic border 
area between the Arab lands and Russia. It is a su- 
perior travelog and a stirring adventure —a_ picnic 
with the Shah of Iran — brainwashing by Chinese 
Communists — a steward rushing into their shipboard 
cabin, lifting the mattress, and then dashing off with 
a strand of pearls hidden there — an unexpected meet- 
ing with Moira Shearer and the Sadler’s Wells ballet 
troupe in an out-of-the-way Iranian village — all the 
thrills that fiction is made of, plus adventures that 
could develop only in life situations. 

You may select AFTER YOU, MARCO POLO 
as your first credit book when you join the Concordia 
Book Club. 


FREE WHEN YOU JOIN 


And as a membership bonus you receive, free of 
charge, Walt Disney’s THE LIVING DESERT, a 122- 
page book containing 106 drawings and full-color 
photographs from the Academy Award-winning motion 
picture depicting the teeming plant and animal life 
of our Western deserts. A beautiful, noteworthy book 
the entire family will enjoy. 


Name . 


CONCORDIA BOOK CLUB 


3558 SourH JEFFERSON AVENUE, SAINT Louis 18, Missourt 


err. 


Marco Polo 


The attractive lass on the cover is Jean Shor, author of AFTER YOU, 
MARCO POLO, the February selection of the Concordia Book Club. 

Mrs. Shor is an adventuress of the first order. 
Franc write for “National Geographic Magazine” and travel all over the 
world for pictures and stories of fascinating and unusual places. 


She and her husband 


$10.00 VALUE, YOURS AS A GIFT 


After you have pur- 
chased four books from the 
club within a 12-month 
period, you are eligible to 
receive as a free dividend 
Hammond’s TRAVEL AT- 
LAS OF SCENIC AMER- 
ICA, a_ regular $10.00 
value. Or, you may choose 
from a list of other valuable 
library editions which may 
appeal to you. 


Complete descriptions of 
all new books come to you 


through bi-monthly issues ~ 


of Previews, the club’s 
review publication. Of 
course, you select only 
those books which interest 
you. 


Count on good selections! 


For complete information send in the cou- 
pon below. Do it NOW! 


(] Enroll me as a member of the Concordia Book Club and send me as my first credit 
selection a copy of AFTER YOU, MARCO POLO, @ $4.50, plus a free copy of 
Disney’s THE LIVING DESERT. 


I enclose “$s. See : 


(1 I am interested in joining the Concordia Book Club and would like additional — 
information about the current selections and dividends. 


si ee ONC eee. Ste 
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